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A SERIES OF LETTERS, 

»B«GHPTirs or 

PBLNCB EDWARD ISLAND, 

GVtPH OF ST. LAVnETfCB, 

ilDDRESSftD 

- TO THE REV. JOHN WIGHTMAW, 

MINWT&R OP KmkMAHOE> 



WALTER JOHNSTONE, 

A Native of Ik* tame County. 



The Aulk«r ef that Lettert watt out for the tzfrt" fOrfOMt ^ 
mrreying Prince Edaarii Island, and eollecUns informatlan an tb$ 
miiijeel oj Emigration. Daring tao Sunnuer; and mix Winter, ht 
V(U ofiiaoaaly eagagtd in the protecaHen of this objtet ; and the 
UHatl.FaluinenoiB presented to the PubUc, Kill Ufemid to emiain ti 
fall and fiarlteular Aecotmtaf the Clinalt, Soil, Natural Pro due- 
tlons, and Mode iif Hnsbaadrf adopted in the Iilatid ; together icll\ 
aketehes of Semerf, Miamer* of the lahabilanls, ffe. ^c y the ahole 
heing HittndeS for the g»idai»et of future Bmigrants, partievlarlf 
ms to what Impttmeati and Neeestaries it mai ttptafi¥ ta pratfA 
MMUflvM mm biffore aroiUng the Atlaatte. 



Bumf cUjf : 

rHINTSD FOR THE AITTHO*, 
''--'. - Bb J- Smait. 
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Th^ author of the following Letters is not a learned, 
but a shrewd and thinking man. He became in- 
teresting to me as being the brother of a man whom 
J have Tnng esteemed, and who, amidst the varioui 
hardships of his humble lot, Ibund means, by read- 
ing and reflecUon, to cultivate remartablv the natu- 
ral powers uf his visorouB and ardent mind, and to 
court the Muse of his native country with very con- 
tiiderabie suc^iess : — Mr John Johnstone, at Craig- 
house, in theparish of Hutton. 

When Mr Waiter Johnstone, some years ai^ 
w^s going to Prince Edward Island, 1 gave him 
some assistance as the brj^tber of my old friend, and 
as a person who, I thought, wouUt likely do credit 
to my opnion of Ws natural sagacity and tftlent. 
I have been abundantly rqjaid for anv friendship 
that I then shewed him, by bis addressing bis Let- 
ters to me, and acknowledging my. attention to him 
,in so gratcftil and flattering a manner. 

My favourable opinion of his mental ability is, I 
think, fully justified by the specimen of it which is 
exhibited m these pages. There is a mea^e " De- 
scription of Prince Kdward Island" (which I bave 
seen) publi^bcd a few years ago at Bristol, and ho- 
nours with the approbation of the Ute Governor, 
Edmund Fanning, Esq. with a Map of the Island 
prefixed. But the Description contained Ia these 
Ehcets is of a quite different kind, and surpasses any 
account which I bavc ever seen of that interesting 
part of the New World. It is, every thing consider- 
ed, a meritorious production, as it discovers an ac- 
curacy of observation, an ingenuity and an acuteness 
of thought, and an.untett^ed flow of lively and for- 
cible language, wortliy of a more practisetl and re- 
nowned traveller. The objects of description are 
judiciously selected, and are otien set before " the 
-.»»;•; "« eve" in a veiy ^[rapbic aiid pictures<^ue m«n- 
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ner. Tbe account of the burning forest, of the heat 
and cold respectively, of summer and winter in the 
islaqd] of the fire files, &c. &c. will be acknowledged 
by every reader to justify all that I have said with 
respect to these I.etters. The coiinseU and direc- 
tions which the author gives to his countrymen, re- 
jecting emigration to the Island, seem to be saga- 
ctoDs and sensible, and are not the least valuable part 
of the publication. Mr Jt^nstone appears to be, 
agreeat^y to bis own declaration, entirely disinter- 
ested and impartial, animated solely by an honest 
zeal to communicate accurate and useful informa- 
tion. I had promised to correct any grammatical 
inaccoracies which might be in the Letters, should 
they be published, an^ in part, have redeemed my 
|dedge ; but the most part of this task has been per- 
formed by a Gentleman whose name I have not au- 
thority to mention here, but who was fully able to 
accomplish what he kindly undertook, and also to 
correct tbe proofs — another obligation which tlie 
author owes to the same gentleman. A word, now 
and then, has been tJianged or placed in a different 

£art of the sentence, but do violent hand has been 
lid upon tbe manuscript, or the least alteration 
made which could at all injure the native raciness 
aod genuine flavour of the work. 



JOHN WIGHTMAN. 



Kirkmahoe Manie, } 
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Murray HakbouBj May SOtt^ I8t0. 
Reverend and Dear Sir, 

I HAVE new, through the kinf^efis of in* 
dul^ent FrovuleBce, leached in safety aiui hi good 
h(:'aTth my desired hitTrai ; and after pawing out my 
heart in gratitude to Him " whom winds and wnvem 
obey," it U certainly my bound«» duty, a» early m- 
possible, to express my thank I'uliiera to my frioids 
and acquaiDtaucG at home, who in such a ^Herou» 
manner, furni^ed the means of tzansporting me hi- 
ther. 1 would tbereibre begofthcHioU, ahoukd this 
letter ever reacb its deotination, to acoept the warm- 
eul heartteU grittitiide it is in my powef to cherish or 
express. But 1 have to thank you, Kir, not only aa 
QBe of my looat liberal frieDds, but as the first who 
encouraged me^ by your extraentinary Ub«'atity, to 
hope that by the help of my other fiiends, my waittB 
for the voya^ might all be supplied : And I have 
not forgotten the iujuoction you laid upon me, and 
which 1 promiKed to fulfil, namely, that 1 tbould 
write you a fair and unbiassed Description c^ thi« 
lalund — a description which you had the goodeess 
to say, if it appeared worthy of puUic notion you 
would prepare for the prees. But that one of my 
capacity and learning should be capable of writing 
any thing worthy of such a high honour, is rather 
beyond my most sanguine expectations. Indeed as 
to learning, I must candidly confess 1 know nothing 
beyond my mother tongue, and that not grommatt- 
cully ; and having no experience in committing my 
thoughts to paper, you must neitliei" expect dignity 
of language, nor elegance of description. But two 
things I promise, which to perform I shall exert my 
Utmost ability ; namely, to spare no pains in my in- 
qtiirieK into every thing that falls under my eye, 
and if possible to yield to no bias in stating the truth. 
And I am persusued, that although much has been 
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ZiBTTBIt MR»». • 

written concerning this new world, there ii yet room 
for m»re before the inhabitants of the old countnM 
canhave a proper idea of it. It i» needleia to say 
tuch knowledge might be osefiil in ascertaining dis- 
tinctly who should emigrate, and who should not { 
and might also have a tendency to reconcile the 
minds of those who cannot or ought not to travel; 
toremMn more contentedly at home. For the aboT« 
purposes I shall write you occasionally, as [ tra,vel 
over Uie Island, when 1 have collected am thing 
worthy of your own notice, or that of the public. I 
shall therrfore, without further preamble or apolog;, 
begin my Narrative and Description, referring the 
whole of what I may write to your better judgment, 
whether it deserves to be seen by any other eye thai 
your own. 

All things being ready on board the brig Diana,, 
of Dumfries, on Tuesday the 18th of April, we sail- 
ed next morning at four o'clock from Caisethoru, 
fook of the river Nith. The night had been calm, 
but towards sun-rise the wind sprung up from the 
west, directly a-head of us; and while we passeit' 
down the fciolway Frith, we had to tack about &om 
side to side. As the day advanced, the breeze in- 
creased ; and by the agitation of the vessel, ajl thei 
nasseagers on bcrard, forty-five in number, became 
more or less sea^sick, excepting the young children, 
■who wew nevei troubled with it during the whole, 
voyage. But one good effect arqse from the uni- 
vers^ sickness prevalent at this time; the pain of 
body which we felt, left no Leisure to ihink of th«t 
loss of life, which otherwise, from our total uoac-' 
quMntance with such a scene, might have been alarm- 
ing to some of us. in no ordinary degree. Z said all 
Ae grown up people were at this time affected with 
sea-sickness, but the pref^ant women were most dis- 
tressingly so, both now and atterwards, and the 
young men and women more so than those who wer&- 
more advanced in years. As to myself, who am fif-^ 
ty-five years of age, I never was sick after the fiptt . 
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day ; but I had eaKn twtlting that day, and- sparing 
ly the preceding one ; and woether thi*was tlwcaiiM 
er not I cimnot say, but a little giddioess in snj 
bead whso. the eaa ruu bigh, was au Uta eott^laint 
I. hsd afterwarik. V/c had two femok raaseogen 
on Ixtturd, the one ajxty-seven, aad the other aevcm* 
Q'-^fiTe years of age; and alioHnng^ for the infirmitiec 
of advanced yeacs, 1 muet say tl)at these t«o womeil 
Stood the voyage ag well as the helest of as. Aliow 
me to Btate, before I drop this part of the sabjecti 
that except a littJe seo-doknees, the passengerB ia 
general enjoyedgood health. They bad brought no 
contagious disord^' on board with them, which waa. 
$. moet mat^'ial- point, and the vetwd was certainly 
sue of the healthiest possible. Uur beds were- 
dry and comfortable iu all weather, and we were able 
always to keep the batches opan. Our water wao: 
gama, being put up in clean new casksy and the sap- 
fh abundanL 'I'he ship wne free from all 'vermin 
whatever. Our Csptmn wns cbceFtul and ace^m-^ 
BUMlating in the highest degree ; and to any of the 
psBsengers who haa need ut cozdiala, the best; his 
sabin affis'ded were of&red in the moet obliging man- 
ner possible. The sailors were friendly, tmd wUlin^ 
tehekt iii»,at all timet, in any thing we wtere unable 
t&<do.fi>r ourielves, for which we gave them in letum* 
nearfy^e whole stock of ^ipirita we had laid in; for 
few of us eould swallow any thing stmftger than water 
et beer, our taste was so much altered, by the sea 
SM. Every kind of cooking was performed' upcm the 
deck, except during four or fiye days, when it was ra- 
&e# inconvenient tzom the roughness of the sea ; and 
except two or three married women who were preg^ 
nant^ and aiew socking children who; were unwell 
. with coldsj and who also suffered from a Want of dry' 
dothes,* we were all rather improved in health than 
otherwise ; And, a» there was neither dishonesly dOI' 

• Fomilies thm 
guk of Icatb wale 
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IBTTER FIKST. T 

dn^ust amongst ua, I may say with troth dist a more 
cotftloKMble passage ihiH never made across the At- 
lantic. Sboutd any of my countryiuen, therefore, wish 
to take the same course, I oould not rectHnmend to 
them a nioro clean, healthy, and comfortable ship, 
dian the Diana of l>iimfries, nor a more kind and 
Abiding Captain than Captain Mnrtin. 

Oa ttte 29Ch day we saw American Iftid, I Bup* 
poce the south side of Cape Breton, bat the fog wat 
so thidt wc could ontj discern the shore ; and it be- 
ing impossible to proceed forward in safety on ac- 
eomrt of the rockyness of the neighbourhood, we had 
•gain to stand out to sea. 'I'h« fogs, huwevcr, still 
eontinoing close and thick upon ue, we had to steev 
baokwanJa and forwards upon what are called tlVe 
Ban^B of Newfoundland for the spjici of eight days. 
Thifl was the most onpleasant part of the whole pas- - 
Sagei'it Wfis both cold and damp, and the sails rKln» 
Cd dowil sometimes so heavy as almost to quench the 
Art we cooked our VictiialBwith. But to our great joy, 
*t the swlofthlis time' it cleared up,' and passing by 
€ape North, we entered the gulph of SU Laurence. 
Next day having Ihtie wind, wS made small Tprt>- 
resfii but ore FriUay mOrning we discovered Frltice 
Idward Island about nine oVlock, rising like a 
dark cloud from the bosom of the ocean. With a 
fevourable wind we passkd along the south-east side 
of the Island in a westeHy direction, arid were 
much surprised at the low appearance of the land^ 
which, m>m the dark colour and cloEeness of thti 
wood, looked exactly at a distance like a lyalh-ni* 
vered plain in (>ootland. But passing along, we 
ajiproached nearer the shore, and soon discovered, 
liale clearances here and there next the. housea, 
which we were glad to see look so neat at a distance,, 
ahd smoke ascending from a chimney was announ- 
ced by the first discoverer as an object worthy the 
attention of all on board. About three o'clock we ' 
had stood so rtear shore as to require a pilot.— 
£ev%^ eliote were fired to invite one on board, wh«B% 
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tbree young men came in A canoe cut jrom the solid 
tree. As they came alongside, I examined every 
part of their dress Tcrr particularly ; it coniisted of 
jacket and trowsers, wliich were all of the Island ma- 
nufacture, and the same as Scotch blanketinsi hoin&- 
dyed blue, lome of it variously shaded, the warp 
from the waft. They had mocaskins upon their feet^ 
and upon die whole had rather a rou^ appearance, 
but discovered great agitity, polished manner*, and 
moke the English language as fine as Londoners. 
Immediately we were conducted into the harbour of 
Three Rivers in safety, and had several visitors on 
board from the adjacent dwellings that night. The 
appearance of the country, viewed from the deck 
of the ship, was so wild and uncultivated, that it 
struck a damp upon ue all; and next day, when 
-some of our company went on shore with their fire^ 
locks in their hands, in order to see what game they 
could meet with in the wouds, and take » nearer 
survey of the soil, Aey returned in the evening T»ith 
ruefiil countenances, having seen ndthtnc to shoot, 
and being altogether disappointed in their expecta- 
tions of the country. Indeed, it is not possible for 
one who has been brought up in an old cultivated 
country to form a correct picture, in imagination, of 
one that is new and in its natural state ; to under- 
stand it rightly they must ^pme tmi see it. But to 
return ; the forbidding ^pearance of the country in- 
duced three families ot our company togoover to No- 
vaScotia, in the hope of meeting wim something more 
like home j but in this 1 learnt afterwards, they were 
completely disappointed. As Murray Harbour was 
Ibe port we had all taken our passage to, on the 
following Wednesday as many as chose to go were 
sent round in a small vessel, a distance of about four- 
teen miles by sea. But although we had a pretty, 
fair and brisk wind at the out-set< heav^ rains came, 
on, and it settled down to a perfect calm, so that we 
could not make our short voyage that day, and had 
to lodge another night upon the fluctuating element^. 
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•et nad cold, ail widMHrt bc^S Bad ■omc of m widiont 
any shelter wbatmer. Next nomiitg m wg Gnt(>rcd 

'the harbour, we were a little better eomlorted witb 
t^ sp|9c»Faiice di the seltlanent than the one wu 
had left. It is not Itxge, but regularly aettled umI 
cleared a comideraUe way back tVoni !h^ waterV 
fld^ ; the ground mtng with a gentle acclivity on 
each ude the river, or rsther I should call it the bay 
er creek. The Wid i» all of « dry soil, and what 

• vsa in whtat crop, or in sown graBH, waK a^aumine 
in different ^dea a beautifhl verdant green. Had 
it been inclosed with dykes and hedge-rows, it , 
would have eqnaUed ia beauty of aupeornnoe any 
jpart of tiie old emintry. 1 am acquainted with ; but 
Adr mannef of fencing with wood has rather an an> 
couth appearance to tM eye of a BribHi^- But my pa- 
per reminds nie I must soon close, and I shall only 
add thatwhilewelodgedallnigbt upon the water, the 
yell (for I cannot call it the song) (^ the frogs, was 
the only music we h«ard in the uBjbining woods ; and 
as we passed up th^ bay, we haw Botne Indian temalea 
cross before us in two canoes made of birch bark,* 

• Tlje ludisns uiion (be istnod are of wLut is culled UisMirk Mock 
(rfbn. Tbey an very quiet nnd inoflV-MiK people. Tlwy live niiiilly 
1^ OitaiUK, iuDtint:, Hwl owkisg bxhXs of tiiriiHii hiaik. TM? liM 
in wigwRDs or hull, mude ol &ni«ll |)ol>-d pliiccil in a cimiliir Toni^ 
wiJe m Ibe boiiom, iinil dfdwn losi'ilicr Bl ibe lop, and covi.ri.d wilE 
kirvfa bark. Ttaey are not biniteroa ttnm p<(chiB<; llwir hull in uny 
partlbf^y pleoM. The men fsneriill]' vfaraeoat of Uneoknt, niA 
iti^eves, and lo roomy id Ibe uoderpart as to merJap in tbe icaal, louni 
wbich tbey iiear s bntulnge iboM" Iti^- loins, wbicb, il ij saiA, lliey 
■IbAm or moke ttgbt, as ibnj hHp{)»ii ti> he full m hungry. As (tiMr 
BppCF fknneBl coven Ibeir tlitglu, Itiey wlJooi kave IrowKre alt of • 
pifcB. Any old clolh will liu for tbe upper yari ; nnJ a piece o( butter 
Blue clotb hanging riiund ibelpgs, nml linl above ibe knee, it ceiieriilly 
worn by tbem. Tkeybave a Uraw linl Hpon ilieir bi'ads, ami moCBakiiia 
BpoB Ibeir Tdat. Ttkewarvnuiduof raw bide, wbiob is iiirDnl up nil rwoi 

nd round (be bee), aod twund abore ihe (niim^ or tnngim at Ibe instep j 
Tbe f etn a les wmr h booil made '3f blue ciixti ; they Cake ■ pjere of 
etoib in tlie form of « baifabeei oflareeiinper, overlajipinf; iwo of ibe 
coroeri in lb* wiiy tbni grocws mafcu up ibeir paper lo wrap iniall pii» 
eels Id ; ami plaoing ibi* upon (iieir beads wilb Ibti loaf; ta{»eriDf; point 
uppermotl. Rod llie two loMe fonwn bansiai; dowa ni each ear, Uny 
bate a very grotesque appenranoe. Ti^ wear a very tbprt jacket oe 
bod>go\vn, nnd a Inrne petiieoiit, gearrally of |iiece-dy«l blue clutb, 
with tke vBiiej^led selvage ruund ibe baituii), aiid tbe u^pec pari bound 
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10 LETTER SECOND. 

whose dress had a curious ^^learance si a digfanc^. 
Atterwe landed we were shown au empty house of Mr 
Cajobridge's, who is a large proprietor ot'land heret* 
and very encouraging to new settlers. 'i'his bou»e 
had been kindly ordered by his agent for our accom- 
mudation for the present : we were thankful for the 
unsought favour, »nd having some cod fish thrown 
us in compliment as we passed some fishers the da; 
before, v*e pr^ared tor dinner as quickly as possible*, 
and with the fish and theremainder of oui sea-stony - 
of which each contributed a part, we made a hearty 
Sieal, having the three necessary requisites to Euciv 
namely, health, plenty to eat, and a good appetite. 
We spent the evening in carrying our luggage fronft 
the shore, and making down our oeds upon the floor 
of our new habitattoo. I am, &c. 



LETTER SECOND. 

Murray Harbour, June S7fli, 1S20. , 
Revtretid and Dear Sir, 

As I hope you received my last, I shall not 
recapitulate any thing that was then said, but pro- 
ceed to describe new scenes. Indeed every thing is, 
or seems hew about me h^re. The sun, whos^ raya 
are more vertical than in' Scotland, appears to have 
both more light and heat ; the sky is generally so pure 
that the eye cannot discern the least vapour or clood 
to intercept thegun'srays; and being without the least 
breath ofwind to fawn the opening leaf, theairissultry 
and enervating in an astonishing degree. M'hen a 
shower rises, it gently distiifi its contents, and is gene- 
rnlly soon over ; and the greatest rain in summer is 

ruuiitl tlie vain liltB u UigbluDdaiiui*! kilt. The; are convened lo |lia 
koniiib faith, nnil nearsilvercraueibuDgingdoltnuiiotitlieiFbreiilii. 
Tbeir ^tsaod bair are Jel black, tbeir lueek-boDei; prumiaept, Ibfir 
(kiuof acopperoroilj'oalour, and rnun tbc dirtiseu at tlwir food aM 
crlotbli^ ilMf imeil ncy raak. 
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I.ETTER SECOND. 11 

genereliy of no long continuance; neither does it 
ttrench the soil nor swell the streams as in Britain. The 

%oil in this island ha» a uniformity in it, which, 1 sup- 
pose, is no where else to be found. The greater part 
of it is of red sand and clay, but somixed withsand as 
instantly to absorb the rain that falls upon it : at the 
•anaedmethesoilisasfineinitsteiiiireasifithad all 
been pounded in a mortar. The onierpart oftfte soil 
consists of a white sand, so fine as almost to resemble 

' white clay. This is spread over the surface ol the 
whole Island, in some parts more, and some less, but 
l^eraliy it abounds most near the shores and in 
what are called swamps. Where the ground is dry, 
and much of the white sand upon it, it is not reck- 
fMied so good for heavy crops of any kind, but parti- 
cularly hay and pasture ; but when it is in good heart, 
in a backward seasonj it yields the best wheat in 
quality, in the island. The soil is so mixed with sand, 
and is GO light and free, that there is no clod seen 
upon it almost any where. The land in its natural ' 
fltfite is very poor, and favourable to the production 
of almost nothing but timber, and where the timber 
is cut, and not burnt upon the surface, it will even 
then produce little or no grass, but will soon spring 
Up iu new wood, but always of a different kind from 
what was upon it before. Indeed it has as great a 
tendency to return to tlie production of timber of 
eoltie kind or other, as the wildest heathy ground in 
Scotltmd has to return to heathec, even after cultiva- 
tion has commenced ; for after the land here hys 
been cleared and uwler cultivation nmny years, 
and afterward* left to itsdf^ it is immeuately 
covered anew with some kind of wo(^, generally 
of spruce Var (sUver fir) and white Wtch. This 
is verified in all the clearances the French had 
made upon it more ihaii sixty years ago. Tht land 
then cleared has allretumedto its natural state, and 
now grown up with wood of the above descriptittns * 
^ere winter lingers so long that the natives seldom 
can be|;iiicultivatiDgthegroundbeforethelstofM&y» 
«nd tills year, whea we mided at this place, io the 
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end of that month, dieir wbcst rowing was bot fiimk- 
e<l a week or two betbre; and they were just engaged 
in {Kitting; in their patntne cra]> u))on their dear land)* 
fer letting them in die new burnt wood ground bad 
not jet commeHced. I'hey can «ow oats rs late t» 
the fifteenth of June in hope of reaping a good «rop« 
every thing b^n^.&vourable ; and I have been well 
tssni-ed of potatDeE being setitpun thenew burnt wood 
gixwTid lis late aa the fourth t>f iuJy, and the crop 
provBd, tho' not the best in quality, yet the lai^i^ ia 
^atitjty of any they hwl. Ev-cn barley sown aa lat« 
as die licrentli of the samcinontl) bad yielded a prettjf 
gouci crop; (this I witnesecd tnyBetf.) The progress 
ef vegftBtion here is unccmmonly rapid. MTiejrt 
braird, in warm weather, is sometimeH above ground 
in five days, and barley in three; and I have been 
told that garden peas have been pulled for the tabl* 
in little intn'e than forty days from tb« time tli^ were 
planltid. Their land sewn out with grass-seed,. Am- 
what they call upland bay, is not generally so weii 
covered in the bottom ajt in Scotland; even that which 
hss been under the scythe several years, where the 
snow hai been swept ft'om the surface, and the frost 
lias had ii'ee access to it, is so strong as a^^tually to 
destroy some o( the roots of tbe grftss. 1 have <Htrtl 
examined these blainey nlaoes, and found the old 
grass iymg wintered in tne bottom, and little new 
springing up. Vet when tbe land lias been Itid 
down in good ord^ and covered well with snoir 
during winter, i>ery good crops of hay are got for ^ 
«r eightyears successively, without aey additionalma* 
aure whatever. I'heir implements ot agriculture an 
very deficiej^t indeed<j except a few plongiis that have 
been imported f^'om Britain, they have not many of 
their own making that dewrre the name. They use* 
very broad sodi or share in the {ana of the Lothian 
plough, and sometimes- lock tbe coulter and sock to- 
gether by making a bolein'thvbfit^ide c^ the form- 
«r, in which the point of the latter is inserted. Thii 
ii for tbe puipete ef pleuj^ing rooty land. Thej 
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Mftlte very broad furrows, and I apprehend not deep 
enough, and lay them too flat. I'hey set their po- 
tatoes in the Bame manner aa the Scotch people did 
fiityyanrs ago; that is, they plant them in every se- 
cond or third farrow, with the dung spread upon the 
surfkce before they begin to plough and plant ; and 
as the ground ia often not well cleaned before plant- 
ing, they have not room to woik it and clean it well 
at^erwarda. Thia injures their potatoe crop, and eve- 
ry aucceeding one; yet many of them would persuade 
themselves that a better way had never been Ibund 
tnit, after all I could say to the contrary. They run 
rimost all their cart wheels withoilt any iron round 
them, the soil being ao free from stones or gravel, 
dtmt bare timbar lasts a long time. But they haul, 
aa they call it, every thing in the winter upon sledges 
or slaves, as they name them, upon which, whea 
they have good snow or ice to go upon, they can 
carry a great load. They ploughmostly with oxen. 
1'heir horses are rather small, and light in the make, 
but uncommonly hardy and spirited. Their black 
catile are all horned, and some of them of a stunted 
appearance; but it is no wonder, for they are fed 
Bpon wheat Straw the greater part of the winter, and 
often allowed only a scanty portion of the same. — 
"When they have to drive them early in the summer 
to the woods in their weak condition, they are in 
daneer of getting mired in the swampy places, and 
in this way several are lost. They are obliged to 
keep all the calves sucking at home, to entice the 
cows to retuni from the woods at night ; but they 
have to wander so far before the cravmgs of nature 
are satisfied, that even this inducement fails to draw 
them home sometimes for a night or two together. 
When this happens, their milk is greatly injured, 
or altogether lost, 'lo remedy this tliey hang a bell 
to the neck of the one they have most dependence 
upon, and if she letfds the way home, the rest will 
generally follow. This bell serves also another va- 
luable purpose, namely, to find out tfieir retreat in 

B 
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the woods, when the people are obliged to go m 
eenrch of them tLeiriBelves. Their sheep afe of tlie 
■wliite-faced kind mostly, but lean.and lone legged. 
Thty are exceedingly healthy, and produce fine 
wool, though in small quantities. They are never 
laid with tar, and have to lie in the house all win- 
ter, and to be fed with upland hay ; and as tlieir cattle 
run at large in the woods during summei', tlieyal- , 
most all oi tl)em keep more stock than they have 
winter feeding for, consequently all their fodder ia 
eaten up, and their dunghills are uot half so big as 
might be formed Irom the dung of the same number 
of cattle in Scotland. Their houses are all con- 
structed of wood, some of squared, and otliers un- 
squared logsj laid hoiizontally, and dove-tailed at 
the corners. Others have the wood set perpendicu- 
larly, and fixed to beams above and below, pre- 
viously framed together, the whole size of the build- 
ing. I'his is called a frame-house : some are thatch- 
ed with birch bark, otlicrs with boards ; and the old 
settlers generally have them shingled. This is pine 
split thin, and dressed with a drawing knife like 
slate, and nailed on in the same manner. This co- 
vering, when painted, will last long, and looks ex- 
ceedingly handsome. They cover the walls on the 
outside, when properly finished, with dressed boards 
oailed on horizontally, overlapping one another to 
keep out the wind and rain ; and when they are well 
done up in this manner, shingled and painted, tliey 
api>ear botli shewy and hantJsome. Some of them 
are lallied and plastered Inside; but as lime is not 
easily go]:, the greater part tliat are finished witliin 
are lined witli dressed boards both on the walls and 
cieling. Their floors are all of boards, with large 
cellars below, to keej) their potatoes in sately from 
the frost during winter. 'I'o these cellars they de- 
scend by a trap door in the middle of the floor. 
T heir chimneys are built of stone below, and adapt- 
ed lor burning wood ; but the upper part is often 
finished with wood, and clay mixed with straw> or 
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what is known in Scotland by ttre name of cat and 
clay. But they are now getting brick prepared up- 
on the Island, which in (ill probability will soon be 
ust'd as a substitute for wood and clay. 

These houses are uncommonly hot in summer, 
and cold in winter, and soon begin to rot at the 
ground, if not underfooted with brick or stone. Ob- 
serving this I told the Ulandere mud walls would be 
more comtbrtable in all seasons; that they would 
last longer, and be less expense in the building, 
were they once acquainted with the m*>de of using 
the excellent clay they possess. As they have no 
proper paving stones, not only their barns but their 
stables atid byres are all laid with wood, and Some- 
times a pact is laid with planks before the hall door ; 
but many of their houses are done up in the rudest 
manner possible — the logs being neither covered 
with dressed boards inside nor oat, and the spaces 
between them only filled up with moss or fog. This 
at the best admits a great deal of wind whenever it 
blows hard, and must make them dismal habitations 
in winter. 

The way of fencing their ground is done in th« 
following manner : they prepare a great number of 
small poles, called longers, about fourteen feet in 
length J of these they lay down a row upon the 

ground in a zig-zag manner, where they intend 
le fence to be erected — the end of one pole cross- 
ing over the end of the adjoining one, in a slanting 
direction; and thus they pile one course of polls 
upon another, till it is nearly high enough for a fenc«. 
At the part where the poles meet, they fix two other 
poles in the ground, one on each side of the fence, 
leaning against it so as to cross each other at ita 
top ; and placing a row of their heavitst polls above 
alt, the fence is ^nished. This palling, or whatever 
else it may be called, from its zi^-zag form, and the 
additional stability it receives from the poles fixed 
in the ground, is a fence capable of turning almost 
mny beast -whatever. Uther fences are constructed 
B 2 
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in a fonn somewhat difTerent, I'he poles ta<B laid 
in straight lines, or nearly »o, with the entla of one 
course of poles running a little past the adjoining 
ones ; at which joining, a pole is driven into the 
ground on both sides of the teoce, doee U> the hori- 
zontal ones, and bound together by strong withes ; 
and when finished, it is much more pleasant to look 
at than the other. But as it is not near so Brtn, it is 
little practised but around gardens or on public road 
sides, where the cattle from the woods are not likely 
to make their severest attacks. These tences, when 
constructed of good poles of spruce or var (silver &t) 
will last, it is aaid, twelve or tii'teen years. Fences 
of this kindare erected betwixtfarm and farm alongst 
the shores, and between tJoe clear ground and the 
woods ; but they have not begun to subdivide their 

f round almost any where, nor to erect any earthen 
ykes, not even round a kitchen garden. A^eithw 
is there a thorn hedge in the whole Island I* 
I am, &C. 



LETTER THIRD. 

Charlottb Town, Oct. 20th, 1880. 
Severend a*d Dear Sir, 

You will recollect I said, that to have a nght 
knowledge of this countnr, one must come and see it. 
Motwilhstandtogofthis, I find nothing so much want- 
ing as money and good Ministers, although I cannot 
indulge the hope that you will cross the Atlantic to 
gratify your curiosity, and instruct the people.— 

* Wben 1 wroie (heaboHt, I'lipijrebeittladibefiniiiEertionE WBK bcUi 
but after eiBminiDg tbe eBrdem at CtaBrlotCe Town more paitOwI;, I 
found omofilMm with HQficelleat hedge round it, at Bnltsh tumthorns, 
wbieb were thriFiDg hs welt oi Ibey da at hone ; and on h farin tiear ina 
ume |ilace, some Biitkb ibornt have been mjudunoiulj planted upoa 
tbe tup of Ibi> dykes, and for wnal of moLBiure tbey are tliriiriD^ vf r^ 
twully. Tiiere ar? also Dear Charlolle Town a few aarlben dykea oB 
)4f rasd lidoi) vilbout lied|w, uad wood pulling upoa ibe lop of tllfM. 
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Having now obtained a pretty extended view of the 
country myself, 1 sh^l, to the best of my ability, in 
the pre»ent Letter, attempt a description of the 
woooH and general appearance of the country ; and, 
couid i do juiitice to the Rubject, if my sketch did ~ 
not prove interesting to those who are determined 
to remain at home, it might still, in some measure, 
be instructive to those who may hereafter come to 
setde here, by preventing, in a certain degree, tliat 
surprise and disappointment which almost all stran- 

Srs have felt on their first landing upon this 
and, or I believe in any part of the western world. 
I may begin by observing, that the country is one 
entire forest of wood ; all the exceptions to the trulii 
of this literally are not nuch more, even including 
the present clearances, than the dark spots upon the 
moon's fece, as they appear to the naked eye, com- 
pared with 4he brighter parts thereof. This forest 
the natives distinguish by the names of hard wood 
and soft wood. £acb of these contains a great va- 
riety of kinds, such as oak, ash, elm, beech, map- 
pie, birch, alder, and poplar, with many other kind) 
which rank aulong the first division, while pitie, hem- 
lock, spruce var, juniper (larch) rank amongst 
the latter. Of many of these there Is a variety of 
species also. Of the mapple there is white rock or 
curly, and bird-eye; white, yellow, and black of the 
birch ; and of the spruce, black, red and white. In 
some parts the wood is growing in a promiscuous 
manner; that is, we meet with amixturcofbordund 
soft wood ; in other parts there are clumps of a par- 
ticular kind found by themselves, such as hemlock, 
niruce, birch, and beech. Amongst the old wood;i 
the cause of this is in the soil, upon which these are 
found, being more congcaial to the production of 
that particular kind than any other; but where the 
old timber has been destroyed by being cleared for 
eultivation or by fire (for many thousand acres have 
been destroyed by fire upon the Island) another 
c«use is fisuguable for a particular kind of wood be« 
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.iog found in a particuUr pl»c« besidee tite ret\ ii»> 
ture of tbe boU. The whole Island, when viewed at 
a distance at Bea> looks as if there was not a tree 
upon it. The trees ^''^^ 80 close together, and axe 
so equal in height, mat in spring their dark colour 
resembles heath ; but upon a nearer approach to the 
shore, the wood assumes the appearance of strong 
growing hemp, for it is almost every where in the 
southern side of the Island choked up with spruce 
jound the shore, as thick in proportion as n«im 
wiU orow ; some of it dead and withered, Uiough still 
fitanoung, and Boine ofit broken by the middle, form- 
ing a thicket iinpenetraUe almost to the foot of man. 
Round the ercater part of the Island tbe Bowing 
tide washes toe bottom of % steep bank of various 
Jieights, from four to more than twenty feet; and 
where the greater part of this hank is not solid 
rocki the sea is wasting the land in exposed situa- 
tions considerablv. On the top of this bank, the 
thicket I have described is foiuul extending to the 
utmost verge of the precipice, and some of the trees 
bavii^ lost their roots, are to be seei fallen or fall- 
ing over. AfW passing through this stripe of soft 
wood we find larger trees, and growing more apart ; 
but it is still unpleasant walking, foe should there 
be little or no underwood, which is oHen the case, 
yet one's way is entirety blocked up b^ trees bllea 
down) some broken by the middle, others torn up by 
the roots in all the diflerent stages of decay, from the' 
tree Jiewly overthrown to the one uearly assimilated 
in rottenness to the soil which gave it binb. But 
there is another impetUm^u. to travelling in the 
woods : many of the trees have been torn u)) by the 
roots with high winds, which have raised little hills' 
of earth, which tlie natives call cradle hillfi. These 
render travelling in the woods additionally unpleai- 
sant ; and where they are large, re<]uire much la- 
bour before the laud is fully levelled. Of all the 
different kinds of wood upon the Island, the beech^ 
vheQ growing separate by itsell* is tlw mast heaiuir- 
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lul. The ground it occupies is the freest from ao- 
derrood, or any thing to obstruct ons'ii way, wtiile 
in suouuer it famislienthe inoHtdeligbtfitllyrefreeh- 
iBg ebade ov«r head of any I have met with. The 
land where it abounds ia the easiest cleared both as 
to the cuttina, burning, and rotting of the sturape ; and 
the Und, when cleared, is reckoned the second bese 
in quality of any in the luland. A mixture of bard 
wood with a small portion of soft wood in it, is next 
to beech in beauty, easiness to clear, and is also inilw 
cative of the best soil updn the Island. Hemlock, a 
luod of fir lltat is split into laths in Scotland, growa 
in cbimpa. fiome of it ia found of an amazing sise, 
being from two to three and a half feet in diameter* . 
and from ti% to scTenty or Mghty feet high, with a 
few puny mutilated branches near its top. 'l^heae 
trees are exceedingly heavy to cut and pile, and very 
dif£cuh to burn. The stumps will stand undecay- 
ed in the ground twenty or thirty years before they 
can be easily eradicated- The soil congenial to the 
productiou of this kind of wood, may be reckoned 
the third in quality upon the Ulaiid ; yet in back- 
ward seasons it will surpass any other deecriptiun 
of soil in tlie quality of the grain it produces. — ■ 
Fln^ whidi is what we call Scotch fie at home, is . 
not found but in detached trees, here and there in 
the woods, and is now all cut every where near the 
shores. Spruce and vsr fall next to be noticed. The 
ground naturally productive of these may be Eanked 
«s the worst inquality of anyinthe Island. It is all 
flf a swampy nature ; that is, a soil with much of the 
whitesaudlspokeofupon thesurtace, and a red clay 
below, of such an adhesive nature a& not to allow 
the wet to get down to a proper depth. 
. These swamps have not been cleiued and cultivate 
ed in the country any where, and ace avoided aa 
land not worth clearing and feocing. But I waa 
told, and 1 believe it, that some of toe gardens in 
Charlotte Town, which are of this nature, are the- 
Skut paodvctive of any, after being duined «ad 
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trenched. Some of these svtunps are growing with 
black spruce, so raak as not to be much more than 
a foot apart, atxtut the thickness of a pitchfork han- 
dle, and from-fifteen to twenty feet high, with the 
branches almost all dead, but a few at their top. — 
But where the water has not a proper descent from 
these swamps, a quagmire is sometimes formed, in 
which the cattle, in their weak state, are in great 
danger of getting mired and lost. The next thing 
I shall notice is me barrens. These have few or no 
trees upon them, but are covered with a kind oS 
shrub, they call myrtle, which overruns the ear- 
face like heath, but resembles galls that grow in the 
mosses in b'cotland. This land is very dry add 
sandy, and 'in its present state well deserves the 
' name it obtains. It would be easily cleared, bat 
would require much dung or good soil to make it 
productive. But excepting ia the neighbourhood 
of Hi Peters, there is little of this upon the Island. 

I may next turn your attention to the burnt 
woods, which are occasioned by the iire running aWay 
from where the pemile are burnina timber to clear 
the land. When toe fire gets hold of woods much 
mixed with soft wood, it runs sometimes several 
miles, and forms in its progress, I am told (and I 
partly saw it) one ofthe most awful scenes in nature; 
flying when the wind is high with amazing rapidity, 
making a noise like thunder, and involving the 
neighbourhood in a dense cloud of smoke. Itsome- 
' times kills cattle and wild beasts in the woods, and 
alarms new settlers who have small clearances round 
their houses, and who have to stand with water rea- 
dy to quench the first spark that may alight \xpaa 
them, or fly with their children, not knowing 
where to find safe^. More than sixty years ago, 
a great fire waa kindled upon the noithem side of 
the Illand, it is said by a spark irom the pipe of an 
Indian, which overran the greater part of the nor- 
thern stKH-e. The ground it overran is still disco- 
verftbl^ being aU sprung up of spruce var, uod wliile 
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birch, of apparently from forty to fifty yean grovth. 
But burnt woods ore to be aecn in the n^hbonr- 
bood of almost every Bettkinent, some of them of 
ooDsiderable magnitude. But how to represent to 
your imagination a correct picture of these burnt 
woods, b^os my skill. They tbrm, in reality, n 
scene the most ruinous, coofuied, and diggustingt 
the eye can possibly took upon. If it is an a- 
greeabie object for one who admires the beauti«« 
of Nature, to bdiokl a tree, or a number of trees, 
^hibiting all the nrnptoms of vegetable lite an4 
health, firmly motea in the ground, rising to a dig- 
nified height, with the bark full ot sap, the branchM 
luKuriant, and well covered with foliage, — it mast 
pn>ve the very reverse to see many acres, nay, many 
square milea, of standing trees, all dead, lewfini, 
■oorcfaed, and going bst to ruin. If soli wood, and 
recently burnt, ita green foliage is ail consumed, ita 
bark half burnt, and eovered with a sooty blacknessj 
' if hard wood, and viewed at a distance, one would 
think it did not know that summer was come. But 
more narrowly examined, the trunks are found rotting, 
the bark partly peeled otf, the leafless branches falling 
down, and the whole verging fast to decay. But if 
a few years more have ei^sed since tbe fotal fiame 
passed through it, a scene more revolting remains 
yet to be described. Some of the trees are overturn- 
ed by the roots, with great mounds of earth attached ( 
others broken at different heights, where most weak- 
raed by the fire. These nil ^ing upen the ground, 
iu the tiioat confused manner possible, several course* 
deep, like dead men's bodies after a sanguinary bat- 
tie, form a oonfiised mass impass^le for either 
man or beast, but with the greatest difiiculty. This 
M a faint representation of what is lying on the ' 
ground, bat wheo the eye is turned to what ia still 
■tandins, we behold trunks of trees, of various heights, 
having Tost t^ar tops as if they had been cut with 
ihaiu shot, and here and Uiere a huge pine or hem- 
IvdEf a gr«at uiuightly object^ with a trunk ducke^ 
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than ft corn saclc;, barkless and weather-beaten, raising 
its top, perhaps a hundreil teet higli, into the air, anS 
reaclilng out a few halt' wasted branches, as if to im- 
plore the mercy of the raging winds, every blast of 
which threatened its final overthrow. 

If these feeble representations have conveyed any 
correct idea of the appearance of the burnt woods, I 
must next turn your attention to the bad effects of 
the burning. If the land is not directly cleared and 
cnltivated, which cannot possibly be the case, a weed 
they call fire-weed, springs up as rank and strongaa 
hemp, which entirely impoverishes the land. '1 his 
is tbilowed with fern or rasp bushes on some ground, 
and next with woad, spruce var, or white birch ; and 
should none of these spring up immediately, the land 
gets so poor and dried with the rays of the sun, which 
nave now free access to it, that it becomes unfit for 
any crop, without summer fallowing ; and to produce 
a succession of crops it must also have dung. From 
this you will learn, that ground that has been overrun 
with fire, ii damaged is more than one respect. 1'he 
land is rendered poor, and the wood is lost ; fpr fresh 
green hard wood is of more value than you can pos- 
sibly be aware of. When the hard wood is burnt 
upon a farm, the people have no convenient way of 
supplying themselves with fuel for their fires at home, 
as they cannot muster cash to purchase coals from the 
mainland, where there is plenty, and not tar distant. 

I may observe, that the woods, in an old cul- 
tivated country, are highly ornamental as well as us^ 
ful; but here they are the reverse: for although they 
are very needful for several purposes, they are not at 
-ail attractive in their appearance. One cause of this 
iff, their being so extensive that the eye can discern 
little else but wood or water every where ; another 
reason is, that the woods on the borders of- almost 
every settlement have been destroyed less or more by 
fire ; this renders them as described above, a v^y un- 

Eleasant object indeed. But 1 must say, the woods 
ere in their most perfect state are far from |k>$sm> 
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sing any thing like tbe beanty of tliose in Britain. — 
Their bark is runkled, dry, and weathcr-beattn, like 
that of a tree acTeral years dead, (a defect which is 
probably cau^ by the severe frost in winter;) nor 
do their branches beautifully expand into that luxu- 
riant covering of foliage so common at home, and, 
from tht;ir great height ihey are no sooner broke in- 
to with clearances, than the wind isovertuming some 
of theoi by the roots, breaking others by the middle, 
and rendering tbem an object still more unplcusaiit 
and revolting. , But after ail 1 have said, 1 may end 
as I began, that to liavc a correct notion of the woods 
here, yuu must come and see them. 
I am, &c. 



LETTER FOURTH. 

CHAitLOTTE Town, Nov. 29th, 1820. 
Reverend and Dear Sir, 

I intended in my last to have added a 
few remarks upon the general appearance of the 
Island, but the description of the woods iilled up all 
my paper. But, as I hav« lately procured a map 
of it, which I have not yet had time to examine 
properly, and being every day , getting better atv 
quaintcd with the Island personally, 1 shall not enter 
upon that subject, but proceed to one to wliich 1 am 
at present better enabled to do justjce, namely, the 
manner of cutting the wood and clearing the land 
here. 

New settlers {who should always be here as early 
in the spring as possible) begin to cut down the wood 
where they intend to erect their first house. As the 
trees are cut the branches are to be lopped off, and 
the trunks cut into lengths of 12 or 1 4 leet. This 
operation they call junking them ; if they are not 
junked before fire is applied, they are much worse 
to junk afterwards. Thus, what the ^ace intended 
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to be clesred is cut down, junkec), and all lying ia ft 
promiicuoua manoer over thowhule surface, fire is ap> 
plied to it in as dry and windy adayascan bi; selected, 
and if die fire runs well, tbe ^eat«r part of the small 
brancliL's will be consusied, out the trunks will only 
be scorched. - I'heSe M-e next rolled together and 
made up in piles, lying fiat upon the ground ; then 
the remaining smaH branches are gathered up and 
thrown upon the heavier wood, to help it to kindle 
for burning a second time. The stronger part oft^ 
family then go on. to make up more piles, while the 
weaker part set fire to those which are thus prepared, 
]n this way they proceed till the whole of what was 
cut down is gone over ; then when the piles go out 
they are kindled again, and those that continue to 
burn are thrust closer together, till all is consumed. 
I must say this is a piece of work of the most dirty 
and disagreeable nature, and when the wood is hea- 
vy, as tiresome as any I have seen in America. I have 
often passed by the settlers when engaged in this em- 
ployment, and what with smoke, sweat, and the duBt 
of the burnt wood, their faces were little fairer than 
those of the negroes in the West Indies, while thetr 
clothes were much the sune as if they had been drag> 
ged up a sooty chimney. AHer the wood is al) 
burnt, the stumps are left standing about two leeC 
high, scorched black with the first burning, like so 
many blocks of a blacksmith's anvil. The people 
liien begin planting their potatoes, which is done in 
the following manner;— with their hoes they scratch 
or rake a little of the earth to one side, about eight 
inches square, and after raking a little of the ashea 
lying upon the suHace into this groove, they place 
four cuttings of seed potatoes in it in a square Ibrm, 
and then cover them up with earth till it resembles 
a small mole-hill, and still repeating the same ope- 
Tjition they go on putting all their seed into the 
ground by four at a time, and when the space cleared 
» all planted it looks as if it were all covered with 
Unall mole-bills. Aud thk is the osly labour fee- 
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itMte&vipaA thepotatoestiU ih«yasre readyfar ntiainj^ 
Bat when the time for pWntiog arrives, maiii witei 
cbUdren, andaU that can handle a hoes must work, aa 
^e season ia ihort ; and if the taop is not got in to • 
auffident extent, waot may stare them in the face, 
jrhen a supply. will be difficult to procure, and whea 
there will ae nothing in their pocket to pay for it.— 
This work of planting with the hoe is very laborious, 
for there are always a great number of small roots 
toread over the suifacc, which they have to cut to 
{iieces with thdr hoes, otherwise they could not 
plant it at alL They are also much hurried by rea- 
son of the wood, which will not burn early in the 
season, and which, as well as the land, is rendered 
extremely damp by the melting of the mow. But 
there ia one thing much in their favour ; the heat 
that the fire leaves ui the ground is so gre^ or same 
other cause supervenes, to hurry v^etatioa so rapid- 
ly, that they can plant potatoes -a great deal later 
on this new burnt land than on my other, and stiU 
Jiave s good cr<»>. 1 have been well aMured of their 
planting upon thu kind of luid as kte as the ISth of 
July, and afler all have little to coaoplwn of. I may 
observe^ that viwa the fire rvaa wdi ihe first time it 
is put to the wood,«otonlyaf^eat deal of leaves and 
rubbish are burnt, but also Kpart of the surface soil. 
This enriches the Jand gxeatly, and their first crop, 
'Ss well as ^esucceeding ones, are, in this case, very 
luxuriant. I have been credibly informed, that the in- 
crease has baett, in favourable seasons, £rom twenty- 
(£ve to i^w«rda of thirty-fold ; but the average may 
be taken '^om fifteen to twenty. To proceetH how- 
•eVtur-, fiftet b t^rop of potatoes has been taken next 
yeat-i the same ground is sown with wheat and timo- 
thy grass seed. This crop is generaUy hoed in or 
harrowed with a harrow in the form of the letter A, 
with the point foremost; after this, if the land ia of 
« good quality, and has be«3i wdl burnt, they can 
mow it several years among the stumps, but generally 
,it will aat bear to be mowed Itil the stumps tfe snflt- 
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- craving widi'toechit'ttiil requiM fire yetrs at ttw 
norUM, taw jBore cotmnonly « or seven; 'but m 
KUKt wbcre there fasft beaaw aMXnM«f liu^ -woo^ 
(t wiH re^iM mart', and bcHm 'of die bard ftoodj 
in)lew««t«t«ptirtiinili)r BeamisKi&r fran lotting^ 
■aprfnnagitiii uthe root, and being tinn kept alivei 
CaiM; be iHig «ut at last wicb nsuly as madi ^m&adUf 
•MBit lite ikgu 

jU 4 Aiinlwl Jfbove, ^bcgnwter pan df tlie lani 
twre ttiuat be turned lo paMore, before it osn -b« 
fltvocrped, and BOme-ofitk on); fit Ifor pasture ailtb# 
*iUi% Afld otitM is noteven-goodfer^i>pBrpoBe,fi»r 
lbeiQeade4i^ J epeke lof, -mere Jbey nre biofa {-duy 
lira not «^a% 'bigh ewtTWjiere), caine all out good 
•Mlh tefail tfomi onto uie hollow iwrts, aad tb« 
tiigherparle^liroduoenotiung but mose or sorrel.— 
But, iboogb Done 43f k ^oBJd produce any giaeM 
wraih nannig, Jt muct 'nsmabt iflt^k state till it oaii 
W stutnpad or partly <mo. Whtm. only a 'part of the 
■tumps «re'^«at, a ^kind ef ploughing istnade *■ 
mong tbelD the prvxidmg '&11, and uenx spring it i$ 
ploughed Bgmn and tbwa wttfa odte; after the oala 
are reaped, the rflmaining ttutnpE«<et^eii«Hl,«nd 
it is [wiu^^ied in the fal^ and nest spring potatoea 
,aet with dung upoti it ; and the feUowinff ymr it is 
«ovii wilb wheat and timothy grass seeds, and laid 
llowa for upland bar^ «s the?v call it ;'dien it-is mowti 
year after yew, ae I-said before, Ibr pcvhaps sight or 
-sine yeaiB without any additional mmore whetev«v> 
This istbe-wfaole ibistor; of clearing the land upoa 
this Island. 

I nu»tl>owdescribetb«rmethod(^>t^k)gouttbe 
-Mumpa. Paor'Mttlers,iHH>haTe'no oxen, have to dig 
koand tbem with wfaat they call grubbing boea, ana 
cut some of Ae roots upan one enle, and then by 
inserung a^leTe^ below, tber raise than out; but 
those that have oxen put a chain ^ rope round the 
Mumps, wbl^ are generally two feet high, and after 
ihe re&la arekeat4^>on one side^ ^ -oaKB miH fvi^ 
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Wgin to ()itt<lo<rn.tlK wood ■vvliOTe tfa^ loleBil to crec* 
fi^ir first bcnuc;lhiB step ia ^isolutal^ neceaavy to 
«iuure the ssfetr ctf the dwelling, and pimee it bejond 
Ihe rcBckof the flasw&Aat may sme from. t>iebura« 
iiag of the woodk b«t iKeit botuea am < Acd rcanreit 
farthw back- afte* tbey bsra cleared nera landi, and 
•an do io«itb stbty. I ms^obwrve, thatif aettlera 
land io time, tfaey nuty have wood cut, and a consU 
d«ralde tjuaikti^ of potatoea planted the innie teaaon } 
but some are too ute ia coiqinff, and otiiera cannot 
fix i^MD a iuaa till the leRMm taw planting potaXoet 
m qinte oter, Manj pounds wtU not make up tba 
baa siiiidi this luttovaed circnnutance occaaiona ta 
a la^^ fiunil^'. By coming late in the season, eeai- 
panlB are also prevented m>m getting a hoasa erects 
ed upon their own &nn for their lodging in over the 
winter, and in that case they fnay be at ntuoh expenai 
ftw a honae badly finished, or very tHirdowoioe to i 
firiend fin their accommodation. But another evil 
BO leM minoua is, when a man with faia liriDily hat 
landed in time tor attending to all theK things, and 
yet who, after caating hie eyes apoa a acene altog^haf 
■ew to him, ia so aitMiiafaed at Ae ufvoousing ap- 
pearance of the country, that his judgment ia coiv- 
MMinded, bis reaolution &ik him, and after vainly 
wishing that it were inliia power to return to his na- 
tive coontry, be becomes so wavering and disutiefled 
that he cannot bring his mind to &i upon any one 
apot he has yet aeen, but always hr^es to find a placa 
better suited to his wanta and inclination. Encour- 
aged by thia delusive hope, he is led to wuider oveit 
the Island, perhaps spending in tavama and travel- 
Kng, bis little stock r£ cash, which might have pro* 
cured himself and family many neceesariea, till meit 
new farm had become more productive, whiltt hi* 
family are doing nothingbut eating up the remaiiidef 
of their provisiona or money till the winter oomea on { 
and before it is over, perliapa some «f their clothina 
^iiat ke bwt$ted fyt more, and MXt ^rug La li« 
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to enter upon a farm no batter tbaacNoe lie might 
have eotered to the meA he laadeil. Every thing it 
tberefeieiiow to do, and nothing to do it witb, usIeM 
by contractins; debt, which mutt hang like a mill- 
Mmte about his neck many yean. Thts is not an 
hna^iiary picture 1 hare been drawii^, bnt«>e vhich 
I have seen verifit d with -my own eyee ; for to hesi- 
tate in buckling to a farm a« quickly ai poisible after 
landing, is, on the part of the emigrant,, to waste hii 
tnaall remaining »ah«tance in a fniitleu pnrsuit.— 
But you will now, I suppcMe, be ready to put the quea- 
tion, *' Are all ■itualioua upon the Island so exactly 
of the some value and conveauence that no preference 
need be given to one b^are another ?" 1 will not al- 
<ogeth» affirm this. Partial conveniences or incon- 
veniences may be attached to certain local situations, 
but, upon the whole, I consider the difference be- 
tween one situation and another here so triging, 
that I wonld not esteem it prudent to waste five 
pounds in making a choice. Front lands have been 
always moat prized by the first settlers ; these afibrd- 
ing tnem several privileges, such as conveniency for 
filing, which, betbre the production of grain, or milh 
to grind it, constituted a great part of the living of the 
itthabitonU ; jeady conveyance by water when there 
wei<e no roads .cut thro' ihe woods ; an open tree ppo- 
spect, — ^the privilege of the marshes near tti^n for 
hay to their cattle which goierally lie upon the ah^wes 
or the banks of rivers or bays ; these, with the plea- 
sures of society, were the inducements thtf led thean 
at first to choose front lands, but these are now nearly 
all occupied, except upon the w«st end o£ the Island, 
unless it be land thatisswampyacid not of good qua- 
lity. A coQ^arative view of the diSerait sitoatioiM 
here ss to local advantages, may fall in my way after- 
wards ; and aU 1 shall observe farther at present is* 
that the best land i^mui the whole Island ic yet tut- 
pccnpied. The more we go back into the woods the 
Jaud is deeper, richer in the soil, and easier deared ; 
Mul oOw that the roads are opening erer^-whes^ tho^ 
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Veiy middle of the areMCeft wood ihey can find, 
provided a road iem tkroadi it, trill iwve ike 
«hoioe <^ t^eir gituation, get Coeir land disBper to 
vent <» to purchaae, and wilt aoon ban plenl|r «f 
neighbonn ; and I would gixe it as my beit irivice, 
ibat a man had better Httle ia au* part aaar to wheie 
he lands (for it ia very ^^oiive here to remove a iii- 
ntHy and lagvaige «ther ^r land or water to anjr dis- 
tance), provided be ke^ out at a ewajnp, wid baa 
pteaty of bard wood upon bis farm for buniivg, lontf- 
ers f<H- fencM^ with, and water c^Tenient for ills 
'Oattle in winter, than wand» here ajid there, wasdiiK 
-bis tittle mibstance in aaafch of what oannot befoiuiB 
upoB tbe Jslui^ 

I an, ^, &c. 
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In my last I promdsed at some Art«re time 
togiTeyou amoreparticular description of this laland> 
I*haTe now travelled over the greater paK of it qn 
"both ^e southern and nortbn'n shores, from East 
Point as far west as Bedeqne, <m -the one side, and 
"Malpegne, or Prince Town, on &e otber. I have 

.also crossed over the Island-from -the one shore -ta 
the other at four different parts, and traversed mufib 
jif it severa] times over-j and with the help of a eood 
map before me, 1 ^atl proceed to malce you and tbe 

Teader acquainted witb the sitnation, extent, general 
appearance, as well as the particular places worth 
mentionins upon the Island, k lies near the south- 
em boundaries of the Gulph of St Laurence, betweai 
48 and 47 degrees north latitude, and 61 and 64 west 
longitude, surrounded by that gulph on all sides, wilb 

^ftle^firaadiaud to the nortb-east, -Cape Bfrttn oit 
c8 
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theeut, Nota Scotia <m the couth, New 1 

and Miromichi to the weat, and the Bay of Ch^e«r 
sod Lower Canada to the north-wect. Itu,I believe, 
more than a handred and forty mites longi irom 
Cape Wolfe on the west and east point, but the line 
wouU be a little cnrred takeu in ^s directton. If 
measured in a direct line from Cape Wolfe, along the 
middle of the Island, to where it would nm (Hit at 
the Bay of Fortune, it will be ISO miles, or mose. 
^nie average breadth may be about SO miles; but in 
this respect it is very irr^^ular, as you will bear af- 
terwards. After the Island was taken bv the British, 
, J believe in the year 1 758, it was divided into krts 
!Vf about 20,000 acres each* and given by Govani- 
ment in lots, or half lots, to meritoripus oQicers i*. the 
army and navy. The soil ofthe whole Island has been 
thrown up by water ; it is therefore very fine, and. 
nearly all of one kind and qualityj and is laid upon 
a bottom of red soft&eestODe, which in some parts 
en the shores rises no higher than the level ol the' 
sea, and in other parts not so high. But where it 
dses rise to a eenrndet-able height on tfie shores, it is 
- so soft and loose in its contexture, that the ftwt aad 
tide ace wasting it in exposed altuatione considerably. 
. 1 have not observed the soil less than four feet deep 
in ^e banks round the shores^ and in many parts it 
is twelve oi fifteen ; and iu some inland parts, wheae 
wells have been dug, it has been found fully as deep^ 
. Th:e land is in general low and lei^. but there is 
.Uttleof it a dead level, except the marshes on the 
ahoEes, or in the interior. Tnese are all moss, andl 
where the s^t water does. Bot come near them, J 
believe they will fiimisb excellent peat or turf for 
the fire,, when the woodisalLbumt. 1 said the land 
is in geneia] low, yet there are gea/Se tising grounds, 
but no high hiils, at least none deserving the name of 
jDountalnB. 1 have observed none of it so steep as to 
zesdei' plouglilng inconvenient, botli upliank as qxiji 
as (iown. From tliis you. will learn that the whole 
JibUfJJil oiight be cultivated il! the wood were dcstroKv- 
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J xeqpire drKmioff to render them fruitful ; 
for the lajid is generally dryr with no rock near tKe 

' inr&ce, and in few parts even loose stones. 

I moBt next point out tlie general shape or form 
«f the Islraid, Rnd for want of a real map, 1 must 
hare re90urae lo an ideal one- Allow me then to 
compaveitto.a itocking-inakei:^ leg-board, which it 

. resetnbles very much ;. only you. mnst suppose a 
piece cutfroui theleg-boaid, beginning at the hough, 
and ntnnins op in a slanting direction to the other 
side above the Icnee. This will make the le|^-board,. 

- instead of being broadest at the upper end^ to tec- 
miaate in a long tapering point above the knee ; aiid. 
aext suppose the board bent a Httle inwards on the 
shin, and laid down with this sida of the board to 

. dke north, a httle inclined ta the north-east,. 

. with the upper end or small point above the knee 
to the east, and the foot of it to the north west.— 
I say the l«g-board dressed up in this manner, and. 
laid down as directed, will give no very uiadequate 

, vepresentation of the form o£ the Island, and tHe 
|M>Eture in which it lies, surroiuided with tjie Gulph ' 
en all sidesf bat lying so near to the main land of 
Nova Scotia and Cape Sieton, as to be easily seen, 
from its southern shore all round. You will, by 
keeping this figure in your mind,, be able in somfi 
measure to trace my course as I proceed round thii! 
shores, pointing out the rivers, bays, &c. 1 shall 

. DegiD at the narrow point above the knee in the fi-- 

fure represented above, called on the IsTand £aat 
'oint. After leaving this point a little way on the 
south-east side of the Island, the sea has receded 
JrojQthelaoda good way where a.large sand ridge 
is thrown, up, and. a long lake is formed upon tr^ 
back o£ it*, where the tide comes, and goes by an 
entrance a considerable way to the south-weat. This 
& called Elut Lake. Another lake.to the west (if 
,^ia, supphod with the flowing tide at tlie same iiilet,, 
is. califid. the West. Lake. The land bordering- on. 
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thCBe lalcd is good, and h^v Mtfled fruB !Pei>^ 
ahire. The scenerr is betiBtinil taid rdmentic, bit 
It lies lar from market ; the roada are ill opened ap, 
and there h no good harbour for -shipping. Amr 
vre leave these lakes, the l&nd is thinlv settkd, and 
the woods at present much infested wiA mice ; bat 
when the lands get roore cleared, ^is erH w^ be 
lessprevalent. The next place we tarire at U caH. 
ed Colville Bay upon the map, trat Soriris, or Micfe, 
by the Freni*, who are the settlers here. The nett 
bay to this is Rollo Bay, also settled with Frenck, 
The next is Fortune Bay, a beautifiil old settlement, 
with a good deal of clear land on it, and a immbcr 
of schooners belongincrtolt that trade to Newfound- 
laud, Ijalifax, &c. There are several otiherbays 
along the coast here, wijich T did not visit, called 
Eglinton Cove, Howe Bay, Spry Cove, and Botig^- 
ton Bay and River (or Grand River). They are 
mostly settled with Roman Catholics. T)tere h ex* 
cellent herring iiKhing in the month of Mav hei«, 
and the people attena from consid^able distances 
with their nets to catch them. The next place we 
come to is Cardigan Bay, or TTiree Rivers. This 
isthebest harbour opon the Island. It hasthe greatest 
depth of water, easiest of entrance, the best shelter, 
earliest open in the spring, and latest in shnttrng in 
the fall or winter. Oiic of the three prrnciml towns 
»rojccited by Government, called George Town, is 
intended to stand here ; but no man of property anid 
enterprise has yet pitched his tent here so as to give 
the town and trade of the port abe^nning, .ahhoudi 
it is certainly Ae moat eligible situation upon ttte 
Island. A small honse or two is all that it can yet 
boast oE To the west of this about twelve milies, 
We come to Murray Harbour, which may be enter- 
ed, it is said, by vessels of nearly 300 tons burthen 
at high water. TliiB is a very pleasant thriving 
and comfortable settlement. 

We have now arrived at the broadest part of the 
Iiland, so that frgm the shore a little west (tomt 
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Mttwttj Hihear, tt m fAace- ealUd White Ssudi^ 
•crq»s tbe Island to bavaee Harbour on the north 
•bore, it is nbout tWty-five miles wide, or morei 
aiid't«luiig the leg-board as our only help to illiw- 
tratioot we are now at tbe end o£ tbe slant cut from 
above the kuee to the hough. From White Sondt 
to Wood Islands, the next place we arrive at, there 
are sevwal miles of excellent front land unsettled. 
Passing Wood Islands, we come to Belle Creek, Flat^ 
River, Jenkins Hiver, or Finnet. Afier passing tbia 
ve come to a point, of land that runs out into th« 
Gul]:^ ii> a westerly direction, called Point Prim. 
On tbe north side of this, a large bay called Orwell 
Bay, rune into the land a long way. On the south 
side of it lies tbe settlement of Belfast ; the settlers 
Highlanders, and mostly Protestants. With this 
Bay, Pownal, and Hillsborough Bay, all connectedf 
the Island is much cut up where the calf of the lea, 
should have been. At the head of Hillsborou}^ 
Bay we enter the river of the same name, and tbe 
harbour of Charlotte Town. The tide flows up this 
river in a north-easterly direction for nearly tweiity- 
four miles. On the north-west side of this river, 
about four miles above its junction with the bay of 
the same name* stands tbe beautiful town of Char- 
lotte Town, with its streets all r^pilarly laid out 
Tbe principal streets (running from the river side) 
are eighty, and tbe cross streets forty feet iabreadtlu 
There is a large square in tbe niddle of the town, 
where the Court-house, the Hi^ Church, and Mar- 
ket House stand, with plenty of open ground for 
di-iUiiig the militia, executions, &c. 'I'he nouses are 
all of wood, and those Uiat are well done up and 
paijited, look very elegant, though neither warm 
nor durable. Brick would be much better to build 
with, and this they might have in abundance, and of 
the best quality, were some of the unemployed brick- 
makers to come from Britain to make them at rea- 
sonable prices; for there is only one brick-maker 
i^n the Xslwd) Uid he must ineyitably seU hi^ 
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Klawr GharHett* Town, ttre rfmnean)^ Aflmtf*^ 

itito the Hillsbwoufih; tb« ooc callea York, a» 
North River, the other Elliot, or West River; A« 
we pa« out at the faMbouf*! moutfa lioag tkore to^ 
WBrds the west, there *re few settlen- tiU we omm t» 
a ^ace celled DiMtAIerthen to Crappo, where bdmH 
•esBfilB load with timber. Tfaete are botji new 8t«J 
demeste, but like); to improve rapidly, aa the pro- 
fnietor is Mid to be llber^, and tfte agent active^ 
and aniuouB to make i^reat improveKiente. A littl* 
to the weet of Aia is T^on Kiver, a »ery tmall river^ 
but the prettiest lettlement bbod the Island, lliere 
are excellent marehes <n> eaeh side ot it a long way. 
The clearaDces^ are large and rMiilar, the arable 
Ittnd rklng tfently behind the marsbcfs tmd both dry 
and eonvcnient for all the purpoees of flcrieultur& 
I have BOW got so far vest as to be a little Delow tha 
Calf of the leg, referring tit> my (Ad method of ilhis- 
tration ; and the Ulaad ih beginning to riarrow much 
aa we pioceed on to Cumberland CoTe, Angustinc 
CoVe, Cape Tl-nverse, asd Seven Mile Bay. A Ht- 
tie further to the weat, a l^rge bay, called Hahlkx 
Bay, inCerEectS the Island on the Boatbem side, and 
SichmoBd Bay or the north, so that I believe tha 
Island is not more than four or five miles in breadth 
ftetween the head of the one bay and that of the odier. 
'file bead of this bay is divided ioM two braachea, 
«ne of which a called Dunk River ; the »ther, 
AVilSiot Cove. Around these lies Bc^equ^ which 
is truly an exe^ent well cleared setfiemeBt. The 
ftettlers, howerer, are both waorantand indolentfarm* 
era, and much of the land is running wild and barren 
lindCT their management. Bedeque has a good har- 
bour for shipping. A little to the west of this the 
luid juts out at what is called Cape Egmont, and 
recedes at a cove beyond it t^the same name, which 
] may say, liea jaat above the heel : West Cape half 
way down iL aiid Cape Wolf at the botfom. B«t it 
is all nnsetued here, as it is oil round the west end 
eC.the Island, or sole of the foot; but at the top of 
&e foot^ or North Cape, 1 hare been told that theie 
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siost productive ef toy in ike Mwd- from tliis tha 
Uud k BllutnaetUed tjTl wecDfDe to iCastiPHipeque, at 
Hellwid Bay. Thu is at tJie inatep of the toot.— ^ 
Here aue gi«tt rang^ of «iind Hills along the shorty 
wliick qre thrown «p, to a gF«st heif^i ui many 
places Ml the nerthem aide ofthe Iqlftnd. . We next 
come to Ricluaond Bagr, whidi ji very iMwe aai 
^mciou^ -with good anobtnring for Ame afheaxf, 
biirtlien ; but tlw de^ water is often far from the 
shore. On tite west side of thk b^ lliere is a good 
settlement on lott IS, 14^ and 16. On tbe easteni 
aide of this bay iioe Malpequ^ «i Prince Town, in* 
lendedaethedtird ooun^towBontbe Island, thongli 
not ft single honse of ittiaa hitherto been buUt. 'lae 
iands round it were laag Btnca settled, and the flre- 
trood is-nraidy all destroyed, and &r to haul. To the 
eastward, we lisve a long track of shore witbont any 
harbour tiH we arrive at \ew London, where schoonr 
4VE van enter. The land here is good, and there 
there «re larac cleananoes. A little way from thu 
:we come to Great Qastico, or Harris Bay, whitdi 
Wisaidto admit only small iisbing schooners. The 
tieact settlements are Bracldy Point, and Little 
£afiticQ, or Cove Heed, whidi are old and good 
clearances, though the harbour will admit only 
iflmall schooners. To the east of this a little way* 
<necometo Tracady, or Bedford Bay. This is also as 
mid settlement, mostly peopled vitb Rom aa Catholics. 
liQ large vessels can enter here, and tbe bay runs jo 
fiir inland as to reach within three or four miles ol 
Hillsborough RivfS-, which empties itself below 
Charlotte Toiira on the south sid^ of the Island. 
The next place is lavage Harbour, which is of little 
importance in any respect whatever, 

-We have now srrived at the broadest part of the 
Island on the northern shore; and to nfer-tottfe 
j6ki figui^ weare.just bel^w the knee. ,A little to 
■tlve east we come to the bottom of St Peter'b Ba^ 
«kich.n«tfi-ia\a altntuig 'CaMsly diiMtmi .-^iit 
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ten miles vsto the txmntry'. Tliia wai 'the pn&dptd 
sea-port Bt the time the French were masters uf the 
Island ; but the entrance has now become shallow and 
difficult, and will only admit amail craft. From the 
entrance of thn bay to Surveyor's Inlet, or North 
Lake, near East Point, a distance of 95 or 40 miles, 
there is no place of shelter for vessels of any kiiiil 
whatev^. The shore is settled all the way, and the 
land cleared a considerable way back. Toe settlers 
are Highlanders, &om l^ng Island, and R«maD 
Catholics. Tliey raise large and good crops h«^ 
having plenty of kelp driven in upon the shore to 
manure the land with, but their knowledge ofagri> 
culture is very deficient. At Surveyor's Inlet na- 
ture has provided no shelter for vessels of any kind, 
but if such could be provided by art, it would be erf* 
the greatest advantage to this quarter of the Island, 
whicn has no market near it in the interior, and no 
harbour to load their produce for e^ortation. 

1 have now completed my rout roimd the whole 
Island, for this inlet is very near to East Voint, from 
-vbence I set out in my excursive tour round ita 
chores. I am afraid it will appear very dir and un- 
interesting, I had to condense it so much ; bnt it may 
in useful to intending emigrants, in enabling them 
to take their passage to the right port, when thej 
have previously fixed upon the spot where they in^ 
tend to settle. To be well adviB«l in this point may 
«ave much expense and trouble after landing upOK 
^e Island. — 1 am. Sir, &c. 



LETTER SIXTH. 

Chabi4>tt£ Town, Sept. ISih 1831. 
iUtwmd a»d Otar Sir, 

In my -last 1 dragged vcm round thewbole Island, 
«nd diough you had only in ima^nation to go ovet 
Ike ground which Cost me muiy a tiresome a nd aoli- 
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tftry 8tq>, yet I had to horry on so ftgt, and to allow 
so lictf c time for obsicrvutioR, tliat 1 am alraid it woiiU 
appear t» you like travelling in a alage coach with 
tlie windows darkt'ned ; for howcYer delightful Ae 
sceoM-y might be along the road on which you are 
tlTLvelHng; you could oidy, in that cose, obtain a single 
peep at the stage, wKilc the horses were changing. 
This brings to my recollection the subject of roauis 
acd the process oi'inaking ihemj and I shall therefore 
proceed to the discussion of that nibject at present. 
—When a new road is to be opened here, a survey 
; is made by one well acquainted 'with the noighbour- 
bood ; the trees are then niariced with chips along 
the track : this they call blazing thcin. 'I'he next 
process is to cut down as many trees as to open a way 
to ride or walk in. The next step is to cut down as 
many more, (i-ooting out the stumps,) as to«llov« 
carryall or slay (sledge) to pass. Next, to level the 
caradle-hillM and lastly, to cast Hp the earUi likea«fe* 
foi-med roBu in iicotland. To cast up the soil &om the 
rib ia alTthat is needtiil In completes roadherc; ne 
better mettle can be got any where, and no bcttei- is 
generally needFul. There is no ^outy ground here, 
and if any of it is swampy and wet, they imt down 
small soft wood trees, and lay acrggs the bottom as 
(doseasonecanlieatthesideiof«notlier, ajidbycosting 
farth from th« side* of the road upon these, make 
it both firm and durable ; and from the gmierol dry- 
ness of both the soil end the atmosphere, I never saW 
8 road thatiiad been made np in this manner a bad 
one, eiccept, perhaps, for a week or two, wlien the 
Aiow and frost are melting in the spring, and a few 
weeks more before t^eir return in the M'intcr. Dur- 
ine this perio<^ the roads are all good, and a substuii- 
tim bridge covers all the water. 

Having said what I think needful on the suljecE 
of road-making, allow me next to point out the prin- 
cipal roads upon the Island. Charlotte Town being 
the only town yet built, the seat of government; ana 
frentre of trade, I shall trace them aMa^they di^^r^. 
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from this point to every corner of the Island. lUie 
ope that claims my attentiou first is tiie road to St. 
Peter's. This is the moi>t pulilic aiul hetj^fiiii^heil 
loiyJ ujwn tlie Island, '^ncn it iemes town it is 
wide and spacious, itnd ha» t>ome ^ood aaitheti dykes 
and ornamental wooden j«iliiig«n eacli side «f it, Uit 
iki quick hedges. A jiltle way from town, on the 
jioith-wcfetside, the Attonit^ Ciunertil's.house(avery 
neat commodious building) stands upon n fine lisiug 
ground, witli several beautiful well cuUivatj.'iI Inclo-- 
sures around it. Other subdivided Farms, under 
decent utunagement, are to be seen as we pass on to . 
Mr WrigliCs jnills. Here is a flour, oat, and b^l^. 
mill, thi'esliing Jiiacliine, brewei'y, and distillery. — 
"SVhen we arrive at Five Mile House, a road takes off 
on tlic lel^ to Cove fjead, which lies on the uoithern 
shore. As we proceed along the main road, occa- 
stunal views on the right are obtained of the inajeiitic 
zivei'j)f Hillsborough, with spacious marshes along 
^ach uf its banks ; at one time forming alM^ad and 
li^ugthened sheet of water, with excellent a^bleJaiird 
on uotli sides, rii^iug with sufficient acclivity to give 
security to the mind, without having recourse to llie 
decree of the Almighty, that its swelfiug waves would 
tlicre be stayed. But passingalong,andbci'ore another 
view is obtained, the scene is clmijged as if by en-> 
chantmcnt; and wbatafcw hours ago was one extend-, 
ed sheet of water, Isnow a bcsutUul green meadow,' 
with a niodest stri^am intersecting the middle of it. 
At the proper season, this meadow, bjt;,aud bye, is 
all studded wi^ cocks or ricks of hay, ui such mqlti- 
tudes, aud spread so far and wide, witliiu the compass, 
of one glance, that perhaps the eye of mun.cunnotbe 
gratified with a view so captivating .as this any .where 
else. Whilst this pictures(jue scene was occasionally; 
bursting upon my sight, with the beautiful rising 
grounds and well dcai\;d fuiius un the ojipusite b^nk 
ofllic river, mv feet had trodc over more tlian twenty 
miles. Leliguted with these occasional views, I al- 
most forgot the fatigue of tiavejhng; and also to uo^ 
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twe-that'amwlhaft l«d'off onthe frftto Tracadi^ 
-a tew miles backwards. I'he main roai) then ben<tiiig 
a little to the left, we lose sight of the beautiful Hitl»- 
boroughv aiid«iileE the barrens of !it. Peter. But nH 
.this way the rood is good, and any vehicle mav pa^ 
it without much danger or diflicut^. When wc 
reacb St. Peter's the road then turns a little to the 
right, along the soaEh side of 8t Peter's Bay, passing 
over three scp.inite rivers on wooden bridges, one <rt' 
which is 145 yanls long. At the head of the Bay it 
crosses the stream upon another brii^ ot the same 
mnteriala, and then separates ; the one branch to the 
right (^oues over the Island by Five Housrs to the 
Bay of Fortune ; the other on Ae left to tlte no^th^rn 
'shore, along which it winds its way to the East Point. 
Another great road leaves- (.'liai^tte Town, catlt.'d 
the Malpeque road. It prooeeds at first in a nor- 
-therly direction tilt it crosses the bead of the north 
^V£r, and then .more westerly. Hoads lend off from 
this on the right to. Great Kastico and-.New Lomton, 
and on itie 1^-to Tryon^nd Bedeque. A few years 
ag<i this road was forty miles long through continued 
woods without a house to-shelter or refresh the weary 
Uaveller. Lt is now settling fast, and several house's 
Are opened) furnich4ngaccominodation<-ior both man 
AOdhonc. 'Anolherroadfrointown leads across the 
North River in-aw)cate*Ly direction, passes on hythe 
head of West RiYcis Dissabble* Crappo. and 'I'ryon ; 
one branch.then on the right penetrates through 13 
milts of.woo«i, ts Bedeque, which is now rapidly Bat- 
tling ;and><he other branch on the liAto Cape Tra- 
rerse and Severe Mile Bay. A* fourth road from 
town lends across Hillsborongh river in a regular 
ferry, and proceeding inan easier )y.direction through 
lot 48 and part of 40, a branch takes offon the right 
Iw Cherry Valley, across Orwel Bay, to Belfast, Fhit 
Hiverv and W»ud Islands. The main road passing 
through the reuiainder of lot 49, to the head of Ver* 
min jUver, divides, one branch on the right ; -leails 
tit Murray HarbourtthroughMV^teenmUe&ot'woodi. 
o 8 
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without a hoimk HeraAnecrystltlbradtstlmtDever 
Xreeie, with the best land along their banks upon tbe 
Jslsml. The other brunch on the left lead« tnrougfa. 
eleven miles of wood, to George Town or Ihree 
RiverB. Ihere iHexoeUent landin theiniddleofthiB 
wouJ, and setlt^s are beginaineto pitch their tente 
upon it. 8oiQe of the roculs I have been tracings 
are not even well openeil and Ispelled, and till once 
the trees are cutdown oti «Aeh side to a considerable 
distancet every blafit of wind in in danger of iilling 
.them with wind &!!% as they call them, whifih gr«atl;f 
«b8truct tbe travfller lint time wttl ioiprevc theta, 
as evrry man, iiroBi the t^ of !€ to 60* has to voA 
ihffee days in the year, f e^U ing them. 

Allow me now to take a more particular tisw of 
theirlannsi their Mock, crop, and nothod of manage- 
meat. Their ^rms aw geuerallv 100 acres, English 
jmeaaure, half a quarter of a triile broad, and a mile 
, and a quarter long^ They are lud out narrow, to 
^tas many ftvm»aji>on the«hoTeEor eidea of rivet* 
as posuUa This will befcund in the end an inOon^ 
^waicDt form ; bat in the outset it does w^ enou^^ 
m every newaettler is anxious to have a piece of his 
Jroat mi^ly cteare J as early as posaUe, in order td 
see hia n^ibfaottr's bouse, and to he-neBT enough te 
visit hun ocoasiwudty. And perbtips ^be fint gener- 
ation, accfwding to ^w progress many of the settlers 
have marie, wiQ not clear more than 20 or ^0 acres 
all their liie; Mtdtbedbtant end ofthefarmis care- 
fully kept -for firewood for future geaeratimia. And 
thus rent is paid for IsikIs yearly, Irom which no par-^ 
ttcalar adranlege will be derived perhaps tor sixty 
years to come. But iheir want of steady tndustrioul 
habits, partioalatly amotig the youth born upon the 
Island; Etout horses or oaen to work with ; good im- 
uleEheots ofagrioukure; Uaio ensily procured; know- 
U-ilge how to make and preserve l^r dung; good 
joads, and nHiiunerating prices tor agricultural prt>> 
diiee, added to tha delight they take in fishing and 
eating &h ; ihair geitaml poverty and ignoranoB ia 
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ffinnoging A clear farm— all theep, anJ many other 
diings, btintribute to make them bad farrDers; aiid 
where they have t^rge cl^artarms, they are letting 
much of the land run entirely wild and barren. Thejr 
know not how to drill potatdes and tiimtpSi nor do 
they even seem to consider that ploiurhing theae 
frequently between the furrows, both kiiw the weeds 
tad enriches the soil. They breed' little dung by 
having their land poorj as well as by keeping too 
many ctitde ; and even the little they t^ave, is greatly 
injured by expos in-e to the frost in winter. All tlw 
dung of their cattle Ehotild be- kept in what they Call 
a green house, or dose shed, at <We bock of the byre ; 
or in a cellar belowthc cattle. Ctnapost dunghitU 
and burnt clay,, are what they ii^ver heard of ; and 
th^r new stumped latKl, wliich bas-so much need of 
summer fallowiiigtomix the soil, andbreed-afermen' 
tationin it, they often sow tdter once plongJiing, but 
the crop is frequently- !>caree worth retiping^ Mew 
stumped land, however much it wasenrichcd by the' 
first burning of the wood upon ic, is always rendereit 
poorbefbre it is JitfoF stumjung;- and where tha 
crjitile hills are high, th&good«oi], by the first plough- 
ing in, the hollow parts, is greatly covered up ; and' 
the bad soil, froni the heart of the cradle bills, i* 
thrown upon the top. This will shew the neceMity , 
bfth of frequent and pretty deep ploughmgf Tltc new< 
Oleuted land liere will not yield a.good crop without 
dung ; neither will it do with too much; in the lat— 
fer case, the atj-aw rises soft and caslit/, and the grain 
lodges and rots before it is ripe, .fiui tlic great ae- 
«t-et of managing the tandy I apprehend, wdl be to- 
keep it ctc&n, and clmnge the crop as trcquently us- 
possible. The extent Mcrgp by the acre I cannot 
accurately dc^ne; all the statements I received,- re^- 
ftrred to the -quantity of seed sown,'anderopreapetl. 
Mr M^Doiiuld; 1 hree Hlvers, told me,: and I had 
Cb^eetimony ufhis servant to the same intAi tliat he 
^»wed one busliel and thrc^ qaHrters,-W'inchetiter 
HiCftsul-^ of borley> or four roweUbecr».and hall »ic- 
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-taiTD o? (orty^atven and A half. Another malt opm 
tbe Covehesd Road> whose name I forgot to mark) 
itJd me, thkt he sewed one biwh^ and a half of oati 
upon new burnt ground, .and had thirty in return) 
ahhougb it waa sown so 1al« as the i^Oth June. 1 saw 
barley (bear) at Bedu]ue, and in several other part^ 
which the pegple utid Uh^ had no doubt would yield 
Cwen^ fold. I bJso saw twent; .bushels of wheat aX 
Three KivcT«» which the owner told me he bad in 
return from Ute sowing of one ; and Ur Gavin Kerr, 
Cape Traverse, tojd me, 1 4 seeds of wheat was reck* 
onad aa averase crap. Their crops do not rise iR 
general ao bul£y in the straw as hi Scotland, but in 
ordisary seasooa the grain is fully as ^pood inqi)altty« 
and u quantity oMge abuudant. On the borders c^ 
fresh water takes, and where tbe air has not free eic- 
culatioo, a frosty dejv eooietimes damages tlie er^; 
but when tbe country is better opened up, this evil 
will, in ^ great measure, be removed. There is a 
small Weed which they call yar^ (spirie) which greatht 
damage* the crops ; on some lands, when once it 
gets into the abound, there is iie toetbod yet disco- 
vered of eleaiing it awav. When the seed ripentt, it 
will lie under ground^ Ihave heard, for twenty year% 
and veaetate aa fretb. as. ever when tbe land is Q|r>an 
f^«e<L up. 1 ha? c seen wheat daoinged so miwhb}* 
K, afi uoctobem(»rethatta,fi>urth^an avera^ ciw* 
But if they wfie to plough, intfeadofliareowbig thev 
aeed wheat iotiauld putatoe land, with a very lighfc 
narrow Aii^ow, and alter the yar riseK, give it a l^hb 
faarrowiii0,pr TUilfver itvithahoe; this, which weul^ 
not hurt uoe wheat at all, Wfrulddestroy the iirUgrowtbk 
of yar, and the shad& of the grain would keep ife dowrt 
afterwards. Grey peas yield a most abundantcrop^i 
but beaMS degcnecate iu a few years in size gceatlytl. 
Carrota thrive well, and cabb«^c» are rused. from (Ml 
s^din May» apd in the liill tliey arrive atgreat peri"' 
feetioh; that i^ij[ the lui(l was rieb on which t^Jf. 
were planted. Ci^Mnbers will thrive Well upon gwMt 
l^^i^d^ among tlie potatoet^ in the open fifddst !^tu 
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•oMer m any kind of dung or CBfaee llM-itpMi tine 
juid, than il springs np oi white chtvev. Tnis rises 
year afUr year, as long as there is any streogtb in 
the soil ; but red clover has been- fbnno not only to 

J'ield wa excellent crop of iisy, btit.&Iso to enrtcb the 
and greatly; bu* they have^everas yet hitdn Huffi* 
cient quantity joported. If rye-grass would ttaai 
the winter, it would certainly be 8gr«flt acquisition j 
butitbasHot bitjiertojiiida tairtri^. Tinwthy U tbt 
onty grass they ha^k upon the Island, and it is very 
unsioiaklei as it impt/reriahes the land ifiuch whfil 
cut for hay, and is not good forfttuture. I must ob- 
serve that the I.lid here answers ibr any kind of aropi 
better than for pastute ; whaterrer crop wovits Mw 
•oil early in the season, so as to keep it from drou^t^ 
is sure to »ucceed wall. But paature, if it is eaten 
bare, is in danees of Imaa burnt up; and tbe aoit 
beii^ of a sanely nature, la thftt case beeooMa pro* 
poruoiially barren ; and when allowed to gtosr rank,^ 
it soon shoots and gets bO wiry antl bird, that thd 
cattle will not eat it. ' Btil there is little'^ear tand 
occupied for pasture M yet upon the IsFand. Th£ 
Istandera have no tight method ef raising tataifm 
AlcboD^h I was told by a Duiafrieft-flhire main he had 
rwsed that sqiecies of crop in gr^t pdrieCtk<n> 'I'bey 
hare no green feeding, fair their ctttlle in winter, &» 
they never think of giving tbem a seniict of pota- 
toHi and the Kwine ave^o pOorly fed, that ifthc^ 
gel hold ef a fowl they will eat it ^ive. i w^ even . 
(t^ of a fsatrwho bad a veak cdw eaten to dea^ at 
the stake by th« pitfr From the pdol- way in w^b 
their, cattie are fkl uttriog winflriS<MiKofthemdJeof' 
Ifeakcess, <dt when dri*ai but 1o the wood» in Ihia 
otata* they are tiiarb ift danj^er of getting, mtred^ a* 
welt as of falling a prey to the irikT bentts. This* 
and. the grei^ travf 1 th^ ha«tf in the wdod«, eause 
tlteiti to give .very Utile mitk, ahTiini^h it is said t# 
yield vg^od jetuTil uf buttefc Th^ sheep^ theugt* 
very h«uthy ami prVlifiitj eeiBlgtimea SaH a pp^; t*^ 
&»«> and; \iUd .CM»:, 4a,t0 tbrBUHAtof thejf^iftctt, I - 



t.QoogIc 



OTDflof spMt vkh anything iilie certainty. ' New 
sAtlers, unless tRcy get marBti hiy alo% with that 
ftrtss at ftrst, get stowly on ifi keeping stock. 'With 
mapy settlerrtbe bTeadth of knd they have in crop 
is very small. A man to!d me n4io had been a set- 
tler here eince tiK'first American #ar, that he never 
had more white crop than two a«m), witli'ot^r two 
in potaMe^j - alKbis other' 'clear ground was kept for, 
upland ha^, and mown perhaps eight or ten years 
till it'Wtis entirely done out; What he iatendAl to 
l»eak up for potatoes yeiifly,'he gottheooefaaVma^ 
nnred wiih his cattlt; lying ujTon it at nighty in the 
BUHMner ; and the other htilf with thuir dung in win- 
ter. He cross-ploltghed these ^t<osci-es in the fall, pre- 
vi4iM-to makir^ it^otMoes next year ; nnd thus ona 
acre was sH he- toi^d manure with the dut^ of 
two hoDses, five or six cowti, some young- catttc, * 
«nd perhaps tweatr sheep, during the whole wii>- 
tei*; tad they will nerer succeed better till they 
learn to rot Jown more oftheir, white fodder to dung, 
lairf preserve it better from the froet in winter. — 
Yet this old gentleman kept his table better furnish- 
edtwith gootf wbeaten bread, from the produce of 
the«e two acres, than nhnoat any other settler I fountt 
' upon the Island. The liv?t settlers after the British 
^t possession of the Island, were mostly from the 
Highland*, or refugees from the United f^lates.-^ 
The former knew nothing about coltivating land, the 
comforts of a good houee, or a well fuinjiincd table ; 
and having ptocuredpleniy of fish, potaK>es,and rum,' 
th«y neitlber wished nor sought-toTi more. The la^; 
ter were only acquaWDd with the culture' of wheat,- 
reckoni«lg oat^ and barley foo'd only few pigs and 
horses ; - fience the Island waiv deuignated a wheat . 
«OBntrj', luid the ntlis were ail pj^paretl ior grinding 
wbedt,<and'not^lia^el»e. ' Y^t I must: aflimi- that 
wheat, '^t l^ast'sumnin-^^atj i^-th'e nyost urpf oduc-J 
tire ctop'iipon ■h^^Klan^ieVe'ry'tltkig considevcd. — . 
It yjrfds'tlje JeaS^:l«■fclI^nt^al^'lbod tor &■ family, is " 
BioC!Htt^v«Hshtngfov UisJiHId, wfaik tbo straw cwi^ 
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.hettffT views wc beginnin<* to be enlntaiMd ntid «- 
dopl»4, and o«t imtl Iwrk-y mills ore 4«nHfy cnlt- 
edforeverywhcra; ami iRittyoeaert, -wiikmit tbg ftitr 
^ oomradictimi^ that wtintevcr the DumfMAs^^hlfe 
mode of n^ciiltovei af tiving, «r>fre<ting'Cntttean(l 
pigs, is itdo^ed, %h«ve ~will tS ndtiiing to hiniter tho 
vttilera (roni enjoying.all tkoac commHs «s tn food, 
irliich A Scotch farmer, pr bis fBinily, vi^hcd * 
.tboked forfoTlf or ^% y«nr3 ago. I mmn k brnrtft- 
'fiiBt an4 aitpf>er of cno^ oaftntKtl, k diWwr 6f p«t». 
m«s and iKl'ic, at ueef and triMton, #ith potatMa 
-knA barley «ou}ii.', 1'hmr oatB, bnriey, amd potatMs, 
are su^xirior in dieir <iitQlity to riliiKAt jtctty in Soet- 
Innd. Ihej mtgbt rUo hnrc « caA of good home- 
brewed beor to trt«t ft fneiid witft, and plurty 0f 
^kiijky of the same manuikctun^ 

But methinks 1 haar you, orntther the wnmtm i6 < 
ScoUand, ufing, -whc*' th«y rea^ thn, *' Wfial ! is 
ihere lio ua there I" I assure yo* it is as dear, atlS 
»fteh dearet» thwi at hnme ; that is, the rtgbt kind, 
and leU to p«v it with. ' But auch a» cannot be 
wmtent with u4Mt is mentioned above, th^ sbouiA 
mot oeme her«. I must also observe, a t<ew y<eat« 
famt be ■meax, in perserering inddatry before Uieib 
l^ani can be fully ad(^t«d, or ihcM oomfbrU ^({Kets^ 
<ri) after wtttrlng -apon R oew thrm here. 

lam, Sir, Jtot 



. CUABLOTTB ToyH, OcT. SS, 1S21< 
Jloemui and JSmc Sir, 

In my latt \ snid fitHbRt was needftll iipoa 
tbt article of food'; but another question will, f sop- 
pose^ be asked, " How shall we get clwhing; P" I'hose 
who bring a bad jtipplir-with theifi find this a very 
ditKcuIt matter for several years. after aettlfng tfl*re. 
They may hare plenty of iaxs. Inrmeditncly, but wool 
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jtl% «lonot<ioinmftnd* Tht^iwMt lieVc uplwrf 
. buy to teed t^tr sheep over winter before they - can 
keep 9ny, -(imd generully their stock Ik swalt «t the 
first) and a piece of clear » round for them to pasture 
upon by day. A pluee ot salety to, shut them in «t 
:oight would be of great adTonUtgift for when, they 
r^igtin the woodi.both night 8B<l>.day» tJter« are oilen 
.Bonie^f them lost. B^Jtbcirflaxand wool are both 
Sinfp in. the quality tfcrn ftt home»iiqd the old settles 
.are wearing hdmer^pun clptl), f>oth lUiu and w^Dieif, 
.apdextielleAt cloth tt hu A wife that ia^g<Ad spin- 
ner, knitter, ^ndJiovcE id a j;;reat HOqtMficion here. 
Sut howare the i%nts to b^pnid. wjll next be asked. 
'JQtis ia ft<fiiestiDn.very pcrplexiilg tn'niany of the M 
Vttlers Bince t^ naarkeCs got so kiWi.^Bpecially 
:t|io»% ffho mu^pa^ in easbj-and wherethey havfe 
been eating, but parlKujsrir dnajiing too fast, tt^ 
.flin|f,awBy theip time, ini idie visiti, neglecting the 
improvement^ th#ir; farifrs,wn<t suffering thamselves 
to g^t behind in their rents,: they ^vUjtjiot be able to 
relievetf^4;mselv£s, and iheir old clearancfls wlU be 
sold to pay the debt.. I am sor^y to sw that it is 
. JikeJy too many openings of ttiia kii^ willoe lnrDisb<- 
ed at present for half, rained Bi^tish ffimiers, with 
■tU^i^t sonsf whoi|»vetbe resolutivn and prudence to 
.^ipvratein time,^bile they have. Hometjiing left to 
beam the world, anew. But soiqe of the:^aprjet,f>n 
will tak^produ(^ or;cnttle in payment of rent, if they 
could get them ; and the rents, in general, are aoly 
from j6'5, to ^7 10s: perhimdr«d acre, and it is only 
at the end of C or. "years after entry tlifltthcj' arrive 
at so much.-." Incbedt in-my o^inion^- they might 
with^carefulnese have ns much butter and bacon, as 
woikld p^ their- rents even in -caelt without difficulty. 
And those who cpn take forty or fifty pouri'ds with 
tjb«m,:may purcbi)«p'a'hundi%d acres of land in the 
wootk, free of all rent except two shillings per i09 
i)cres yearly.^ But your next enquiry, I suf^ose, wiU 
^le" What kiu4 of winters Ua^t you?" This is what i 
isjiffjlf a(iu-ioi» Kuropeana njesl of all, but ae X witaee- 



t, Google 



t-BTTER StVtKTW.^ ' 47- 



»ed the samnicr 6rst, I shall pioceed ta descnbe the 
seaaon&iu the order ia whicJi tlieypussed beibreme. . 
Ill my sccoud l«Uer I made a few reniark»uf)on the > 
state oi the weather in the eud of May,, when we ■ 
landed at Murray Harbour. 1 said in substance. 
th»t the sun shone bri|;ht ami strong, the hIi' waa^ill 
and Bullry, the grass aud wheat appearing in vari»- 
gafad shades of green, lite month of Juue.p^scd' 
o«i much the same;' the nights were nearly as warm 
as the dw, and tiie air hooomiag impregnated with 
the electricfftiid, flasheE of very vivid Jigutoing were 
eanitted from dusky cloud* in various dii'ectluns dur- 
ing thcnight Ocbasionaliv the tliundecioUed, and 
copious showers iell upou tlic thirty ground in tlie 
laost still and gentle maniteri Eveiy mmniug, when 
one took a view of tlie vegetable world, he ~.was led . 
to'think a week' Had ela[»ed since he had viewuA It 
before, every tbina had made snch amtfsing progress. - 
But every gO()d thing in the present chequered scdhe 
of mortal enjoyments has its concomitant evil tiosel^ 
conoectc'dt aud constantly attending it in, every clime 
under the sua. llie heat that was so oounahing . 
to the vegetabk world, was at times cc^ecttn^ the 
thunder cloud,, and causing the labovtrer vt ifis work, 
and the traveller with his b^then, to sweat most pro-- 
hisely, and almost tofaiut with t^e feeblest exertions.- 
Another evil ako foUowed; insects of vai'ious tribes 
vere brought to life and maturity, as ifby a miracle;, 
the mood thirsty musquitoes ^ming.up in thousands,; 
aqd attacking the face, tW hands, end legs, if these-, 
artf only covered with stockings, lliey manifest nei- 
tfier fear nor shame ia prosecuting their designs iJ". 
sucking the blood, and instilling th^ poison. Oi'asii- 
hoppers aext made their ^peitrancD, so^e of ihcau 
mttUng iheir wings in the air, andujtliers leaping lie-; 
fore one so tliick upon theioad that it seeined all in 
motion. Ill a still evening tliey would join in niUliuns,' 
in singing a kind of cltirl^ song like a' flock of. 
birds at home in winter ; aud in aKalmidusky night,: 
the fire flies will make thdr appearance^ luoviag about- 
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like Imukirnd fitsrs, or brilliant spnj^s of- fine.-— : 
lu tlid iiiuulii ul' some new Ee(tk-i'& ihete iaaacUi. Imvi» 
exciCL-d iu> kdioII sur|)rise and tcriur, nliile they are 
ill reality as iiiulTeubivG as tbc glow-worm ui iScot- 
land ; .some tuking tdiciu for rua) si)iii:ks of fire, rewim'. 
ta aL-t their Ituuei-B iii a flaiae^ aiid utb(.-c& for. ovu. 
sfMrilB' danciuu;' about in tKe 4)1:,. 'I'o (It&iid the cat** 
tie t'rptn the tlies in 1^« ni^'^'i iIm'V lciii(Jl» a Wg<; fij;Q! 
ia their fi>Ul or pen, and tbe bJack cuttle and t>hee^ 
will coiuand who to get nean.^ the siuoke }ill tlieir" 
liair and wot>J are eMnetimM singid.. .Every n^hk 
throu(jh the wlK>le ol'sunmer, the soag of the ftagt. 
i&.kq)t up ill the woods. I called it* i'omBei'ly tk^ 
t/iell;hui a& 1 heurd uo bird here sin^ so sweelf ia. 
the night, I sliall (five them the digniiLed name tt- 
Jlmei-ican Night! iigslct. 

Hut to retui 11. . The month of July was much the- 
same wt June,. warm, with a refreshing shower nuwr 
aai then. About the 20th, liay-niakiug began jthisy. 
HI ot'diiiBTy season*,. i« iimde with the halt' of the ^ 
labtiur it requires in Stiotland. About tlie first a£- 
August iatlay was cnl, &■ I ptasaed the seEtkaicnt ofi 
Bed^DG, and towards the niidiile of tt»Bioiith, e«iij>*' 
iiagwas''pn^ty geoeial till tke udddle or towiuwi 
the end of September. After this they had' pleaCy . 
ai' time to die their pc^atoee, tiitd phuigh all thevi 
lev and etubblc proper to be plougWl over w.inteiu. 
AlxMit the firKt oC.Novsuihet drisudingraioBcsmeoB^ 
■fld then the cold wiiidv bfgia to blow, with ^tetjn 
ebowers, oecaGional froita, Dtd uew, and then th^e wa: 
athuDoughiy wietday. AbuuOtlwbegiuiuneof 1a-- 
oeoiUcr, the trofitbecane more seriauE;uad about tbc 
12tb, liie rivers were all neariy frozen ovec, and the 
'- wind being' {vctty bi^^ it wasvi^ry cold and pei)e>< 
tratiog.. fhe saom aavr. bogan- to descend from. 
Kouling clouds, and was diitted about in the epao 

S round most i'uriouiiJjy. From thit to the 1st o£ 
anitoiy tt)21,-Gonie aayi were ho stormy as to ren» 
der it unsafe to travel.far from home; the snow mea» 
twcing at Uua time in the woods twcuty-seven inchsa. 



t, Google 



'letter SfeVEfJTh. 4* 

1h ^th. The (itmospbere tlien became clear and 

calm, any the sun broke out in such majesty' artd 

■ Strength, aa if it had been summer in the heavens, 

• • whitst the land and water were covered every where 

■ with the cbld and shining mantle of winter. On the 

■iialinest day the trees were cracking with the strength 
of the frost, and when the wind blew hard, tney 
crashed as if a numbti' had been ftliing together. 

The Cattle being fed in the house at this time, re- 
ceived nothing green and coolingi and were half fa-, 
siished Upon dry wheat straw. In a calm day they 
■will make their way into tfce woods \n search of newly 
felled trees, ift order to brouse upon their tops; and 
wfen they hear the soimd of an axe, they hasten to 
the ^ot, and crowd so close around the man ' that 
46 usrag it, that they are in danger of being kill^ 

■ by the falling of the trees. Indeed I was told that 
'some have actually been killed, where they wercn6t 
kept at a safe distance. ' I have seen a horse that 
-was black at night, become a light gray before the 
■morning, froMi'ita perspiration being frozen to a dry 

■ Bnow upon the top of the hair. I have also seen the 
Cows, while waiting at the door of their house, witJi 
icicles at theft" beards the length of myfin^r, before 

' they were housed. When the rays of the sun, re- 
■flected from the snow, became oppresive to the or- 
gan's of vision, I have sometimes had to shut one of 
my eyes to ealfe them a little ;' and then t have found 
th^ hairs- of my closed ej*-lid frozen together, and 
hare bad to rub the ice off before it could be open- 
' •d. ■ Nay, one morning,'after sleeping in a room all 
night without a fire, which was unceiled and vefy 
open, I fijund the steam of my brcatli congealed to 
■hoar frost lipon the blankets. The ear-laps are itt 
dangef of being frost bitten, if not covered over, an'd 
even sometimes tlie nose and cheeks. No work can 
be done out of doors without mitts or gloves upon 

■ the huids — not even brinj^ng in a stick of wood to . 
the fire. I saw two or three pttsons that had lost 
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their toes byridincon.horeduck, io b carry*]^ ,«r 
in wallciag throng the uiow whfa wet'feet.' 

I have nowfpven jrou ampleendenceof thettrengdi - 
of the &OSL Allow mcnexttonentionflome tbit^p,. 
in ovder to relieve your mind Irotn the iiT^>res>ioB8 
trhich these sUtsmenw, thou^ true, are ^t to 
. prodnce. The froit here strikes mon the skiB lihe 
*&%, and causes a painfiil Efflts^ion likethat felt'i^>oa 
the spp1ieati(»t of a bliiterittj; plaster, yet it -does 
Iiotj;o through the body or a&Ct the Igngs hke^the 
. colcTin Britain. The air is -so pure, «o dry, aod 
hrocioci that if the body is kept -in tnotioo,tbe skio 
covered,, and ithe feet dry, there is little to be dread- 
ed frotn the ^eateat frost here. Hundreds MVy 
. inert at ipoikImp who have travelled throitgh several 
miles of deep enow, and there will hot be a cou^k 
beard amongst! them. I travelled (or could have 
travelled) myself, lhe whole winter over, except about 
ten cUys,'wnw the storm first set in, with often tfae 
meanest aooommodations, a bed of straw, and 'fre> 
queatly very few blanketa— yet I can say with truthj^T 
have not been so healthy at home durii^ any winter 
for the last seven years. The setQers generally live 
loBgi and are exceedingly healthy. li«wa,nuinoftb« 
name of Dingwall, who looked on while the battle «f 
Culloden was fought, atKf who, when it was over, cor- 
ned a mueket home from the held with him. I met 
with another, aT'renchman, 93 yeaiwold^-and bom 
upon the Island, still tbUpwiug liis trade of fitJiing. 

But to return -to the history of the winter, fl- 
oury passed over with clear dry Irost, with now ayl 
then a skifting snow shower. On the first week of 
February there was a gentle tbaw, and in a few days 
m return of fros^ with occaeional talis of snow, and 
a thaw on the 18th. Tlie weather was much the 
same till the 27th, when a fall of snow came ot^ 
the heaviest I had seen, while the wind towaitls the 
evening became so- strong as to unroof several hou^ 
es. It made the trees crack dreadfully as I passed 
tiong the St. Peter's joad^ and some actually fell W 
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aKarmeAat I h!^to.fcecpa*shatptoo|tcnttto avoid' 
aecidcfltfl, and to remain Id, orrontothesafettplace 
pcMsibte, when- the gale ragtd ip its utmost heidh^t ; 
yet, i^er tt\i, Ikare reason >br thankfulneMk I simer* 
e<i tK> damage, though 1 tin>velie<i 13 nules that 
day. 
- Mareb- be^an with «<Hne it^ht uipvfaHg till tb« ' 
10th, whni it wsa a geotle tniw, and immediately * 
•'return to frost, after which it continued clear and 
IVoflty tiU tiieS'lBt^ w^n the weatkn- became bo mild, 
and the s^ shone >o strong, as to melt the mow' 
where it was li^t i^khi dear ground aa weU as to -^ 
OEtrArt Xke &oee from somegrounds, bo. aa to admit 
(^ft few ridge« being ploughed on Montague River 
(^ree Kiv<^) in tiie^ end <^ this month, Bi^t on 
the fint of Apnt, the Iroet becaflie stronger, and 
s^ne fliHs of maw eomme on, pi|t a atop to any . 
moK work of thia kind (in near the last week of the 
nenth; May wa» oi^ and showeiy, aud June dry ; 
bbt the witnBtb was not the nouriBbing beat of or- 
dtBarV' oeasoas, so that the upland hay did not Yook, 
80 well as uau^i and indeed orops-of ajfl kiiuia vnv 
backward. Tti« end (^' this mon^ flhd hegtnoki* 
of July, wet« Wftrm, but raEber droughty. About 
ht^-mtdtiag ua>e, tbe rain became pleotifti^ aad' 
ii^Hi>ed it much. August was stilt more^^tressing- 
ly wet» and tkein mar£ hay waa verj bad^ got ia ; 
tmd September being no bet^eri some of their graidT 
was flamagod. As Hie okl auttlen ha^ been m:cu»- 
t*Bied to no such weather, dieir want of »k\\\ and 
aMentieii was the iueaiia of inoreaaing theif loss 
greasy, yet the cp(^ on the whole was n^tabad oae. , 
(Jotober was ptore ittodef ale^ with occauonal showora 
till past the middle of d^raeathi wfaea asno^blaat. 
came on, and^t looked much ^e a Scotch winter^ 
but tbey expected Sne weather aft«warda. He^e | 
must drop my history of the seaitona, baring tal^en-^ ' 
ray passage none in the brig CvfOBj^uf Mewcastte, 
by w^y of Cork, in Irdand. * 

The first suaimer and banest I waa hcre^- Ac 
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we&tber vas wbat is conjmpn npon the T^an4- Tfaftt, 
Vi;iater set in earlkr tbao usual, aiid the frost, if Dot 
the strongest, was the most continued of any that 
had ever been reoiembert<1 ; and as tb^e had beea 
Httle rain In the fall, and the thaws so few and gmtle. 
many of tlieir mills were idle in tlie winter for want of 
water. I'he next season throughout was the coldest 
and wettest ever known upon the Island. 

Having finished my remsrlts upon the Island, and 
&nn management here, allow me to make a few 
observatLonfi concerning the inhabitants tfaemselTes. 
J^nd I must say, they are a motley mixture of almost 
all nations ; yet wrious as the countries are irom 
whence they have emigrated, and the customs pre- . 
valent in each of them, th^ are reiQarkably assui^ 
lated here into one fiirm of liring, dress, general con- 
(hict, and manners. Some of them were driven from 
their native homes by their misfortunes, others hy their 
vices, and a few. were allured by the flattering hope» 
ufobtaining great possessions, riches, and splendour; 
but whatever was the cause of drawing or driving 
then hither, they are all h^-e placed on a level, and 
^ight one le&ipn, namely, that if th^ tuisi to eat, 

' mej/ must work. The unfortunate have here aa 
c^ortunity, by patient industry and good economy, 
to attain to comparative comfort and independence.. 
The proSu;ate are urged by their wantftto stu^v so- 
briety amf good conduct ; and the dishonest oave 
lew opportunities to rob or steal. Evei^ mat), in 
fact, faas it in his power, by pursuing ^e ri^tplaa*. 
ofr^ainiBg, io sum« measure, his lost reputstioot 
liifi tortune, ortis comforts ; and as all have tasted 
less or more of the cup of ativersity, there is a . dia- ' 
positi<* to Vlp one another Jbere which is unknown 
lu old countries. The people are hosi^itiUile in the 
extreme. Any man may travel from one end cf 
the Ishutd'to the other, if he keeps out of taveru»» 
-without beii^ one halfpenny of expease. If bis en- 

' . t«rtainer's porti«n be sometimes scant, still It may 1m 
said he gives it jnth good wiUt 
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WtlioEeifi ScqjtlMdat Ifwt^ A^^^ Mh% 
groiP,&4M!i ia ypHtk U)a|i tb^s^ « tt>« ^fi9!)«4l)<i 

X w«! told t^« tftgc}ic»ffp|i).!:>WMjHW> ^tlfetV f^il- 
4rw hare would leam m Bpuct »^ wfeflpl ifl tftTP?; 
ippJItlip, 9fl th^ wquW dfl ^t ^OKW ¥* *«w4»*i ■«( 
4»e fw«9ft«yc»ir» ttiey.bw© tifce {r^jBdeip offC|f!«db^ 
Hb4 tfi« fortiWde and M4p«m» of % Sw»«W» BP3F ^C 

^wnly. I'hU upoemwofl j^yewilB twobp of b*^,. 
Jjpdjr wd miiidi if not v4l tutpred » wte l»ft »4I 

\fie!^ xwA^t due Biilrardiiwtion B9^ por&t^r^tndftVi 
Q W dM>^ of «W^«iMt W t^ft laiofla qf 31<»4tK 
■p^t l«Tlt7t pride, hagjEhtipei^ Wid ind«W. Si^e^K' 
^v^ilfl yicc, bpt capeomy u^ snch i^ are ^lowedr 
to become tli«ir, own ou^rjb before wy hvip pn 
t^dmt- skill to i)old tos EcJof. A strong {»>pi^|^ . 
tioo^ biM.tfli th^M! vi^e^ b^Uig T^y prevaljept s-. 
monmt the VQMlh here, which if fpf t^ed Me4tJy bj^i 
• tiifiJoi^of bad ^xjwnpl^^r^uqdlheiVtaad^often^ oo-. 
the part of their p^DU, there U a.tijHd dtficjeE^cx p(' 
what Gpn »jonp prove %a,vii*dfttef I ni4»t «s*^. 
t^migh J[ do it «it)i gripf, ^at this ^is) l)l^t^ x\^e %i'f.- 
e&t prpq[)ecM of m^njf ^ fi^m}; her^ Indeed, I may 
B8J, iKhfFicwr Rel^iofl l^as not; »hp4, SW* o^ iw 
b^nigp ai)d ^§csed iflSu^cei the prevailing fegfui^ 
o^tbeir charf»pter« <«e th««e«f levjiyafldrpjupi^lin^ 
<94 MCQrding.to the c^ltl fK^f^ ^t)e; lu|,V^ i^otf 'eorV 
tbpji Ij^lj^t- 4,9 th^ wqiiien biOFe axe ufifoipinopljr 
^uitfuli a^dte^, children die ii^3FQ(|t)i, thef^uojliw of; 



EBltiti|; elnrfpler of af»rt i 
ei wilb liltle raligioiM kao 



. kBowlrdgH or pnoliw, Iwve, iit'nii 
, ., liBBBaiof improving ioaitbpr. BwfF«<>ulil' 
n.a)M9 famllini ev«|i wIkiH nPiKUwivbooAi v koipmbu, . 
vhete KMuine CbristiiDJly, w^^ all its loiely truD of ntteadfii)!, trp 
td'^met with/lBat'Ugh'aiUft ariprleclion, if not evM bi|bar, ibao 
iB any pan of my nitive co^nlrj; I could condccceod upoo. ' 'But ibtir 
>OBt or nrad JlipifWp, nlifUHU twqkf oT »a Untsi U4 pio|i* *e|iaal> 
nuttOf it-veij p«Bl. 
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ipeai that die eiier branchea tmrry at a very early 
period, abd diift for' themadveg — that is, they tain' 
ri new fanOt and enter to it ; the youngest iob, lo thi»^ 
case, falls to be fouesaaf of bis ndher'sClear farm. 

T^erare remai^ab)7foDd of riding, roriug aboat,- 
frolicking, and drinking ruin. This last practicehas' 
been the nitn of manj' uf tire settlers, in 1^ ntoral and 
fin^cUl pdint of view ; «nd tiie present dcpfMsion'' 
cf the timber, grrun, and cattle markeist-i hopQ' 
will have a salutary Hfect iavcaBiDg' tfaeni'fnHn; 
many of their vices, wWch tfaey fofiBcrly iiida^ed' 
iwfto excess. They, ore mnarkably ttttl,'aBd' well- 
jMaie in Aar persons, ^ough rather slender ; ' icad if 
t^ie voung girls wers as blooming -aa 'they ari' 
stately and- Rtraigbt in their mal^, it wouM not . 
be for the advantage of the iSedtdi girls thttt nny' 
uumber of them were imported there. But Ac< 
heat of thB snn ire summer,' uid of thei*" greitt' 
fires in winter, bleach or darken' tlie rosy hue of- 
erery cheek here. Their dress fe mostly of hone-' 
spun-duffles, sMfi, and druggets, dyedUue; and 
when theyhaVe a web tO' thicken, as they obll it,' 
tilt^ collect ff db'zen-^rls, or mwe, to perllirm the- 
t^eradcHi ; and after it is orer, the young men as- 
semble, and a merry-night is made-of k, indrink-' 
ing; donohig, end making up (^ iHHtches. - Their' 
f«od consifts common^ of wheaten bread, potatoesr' 
cod-fish; faerringsv and pork, Withies (^sodie-kind" 
or other, or milk ,' and <^ten the most, of tlHAe ar- 
titoles, if they have tbem, are presented «pe» tbe^ 
tabic at once, or'in succession at the »a me uteai ; b»fr 
p^atOes, and Wa of some kind, or coffee ^roasted 
grain) are essential avticIcS at every meal, unless * 
they cun dispense with te& when they have barley., 
.soup or milk to dinner; but theeldscctlcF«sometime»' 
take tea in the evening, wit|l only wheaten bread ' 
and butter. All the barFey thejt nee Sac soup must . 
be pounded in a wooden trough. I ijiust now close 
my correspondence with you iiom. Uiis laland, tiUiC 
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Meatrmdand-Dettr:SiKi . >; . 

'- -H«Ai))^^;ik»oa^<die khidaasvand care oS 
At Abbi|o^Hhr,-'OiieiFtNm«'MtadiMl.lii^'DbliTe bonm 

ttltsn^up to^'^^^ tiotitb^ a ftw adttitibiul' miuafuc 
Ad' iidvie«v n««^ to.Mxutafkmj'ta^ Sanmtirlet-i 
t«rH>'- deacriptire of IMntfe Edhara'lf^aadi -L»a^ 
b^iti^bf obaerribg; tbat'nq^seidersarvpciiikd iBMrep 

Du^fi-i;i»''s&ire, ^td' tlit:-idutlk«ni txnmtiai-of tiifa*^ 
lend.'' None extitjl tH^taiii'f^icBlttiralikiiowled^eir 
donatio economy,' or ute&dT indn^ioiu 'lutbus.i 
IKone wbO-caJi-au^|Jj''i»oi« oi' thein«nvn waata witU 
their ttwB habds, subcalc, widiaut mttnnariitgi to^ 
^ean 'fkre, 'of 'Dtftk^' gteator exettions to ■ incrM n a 
tbdr '6#ii- k;t»nft>rts. ' ] mean Hish' uf tbem ta ja«r 
etAer and iilddstt'lotiis >■ but I cannot aaythejr af>e-aUt 
Httr I wodld ^^nk Ab Highlanders ai^nexttathvaer 
iii el^biUtyt-^itd the \^ll-&ehaved LrishjiMxtyif noti 
6riuii lo'tliem ; asd the EngUlh as.t^einait uiBititw 
Me ut'ttll.' 'Every -thiAg til that Island, and,'! be^ 
Keve, in a& Aitieriea, is neW_ in some meaauce tu«verjit 
Suropean, go 'friXH iriiere hentayr buttlie chai^ 
is greater, afid more 'di«»e6sing to-ad Ei^ish faiUMt 
\y, thart'esalRk)s« any other. iJu<:hoftha»as bEiDg. 
prop«ty With them, geuera^ keep vp. their old: 
uwde ofliviiig ti^l they are as pOdr aa their neigh— 
bonrs, and ■t£«i they»re destitute in the cativme.' 
Their women ft'equemlycau*piniieitherfiax nor wool*, 
and many of them aro both unable -ood uawilUng tot 
take the ho^ aod assist Uteif hiubaods in X'laiitiug 
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A*:4m4 mt V^Uttg (he wiM. Gome vPtife-iHl^ 
are ia wont ofMea^y moral iwbits, «Uh9nt whi^ 
no counflijt «*B iwk&a man comfortable. Man; of 
them, slao, emigrate, not only poor, but ill provided 
with, clothing, olaMtcts, and erery ueceMarr. In- 
deed, the mist^^et {i»t bave liKen aui^i>y mDititades 
vf bmiiies in going oat, have been many and great. 
A i^jint ^n-hapH who finds bis wagea not bo good, 
•r Work not so plmty aviiiaal at home, may have /l. 
finend or acquaintatice in the laland, axtd uit miA 
ftrieMl, ba&m he bii» b«tp («« ntf#« • vrttler tber^ 
•r has had tim« to ibd hi* owft VraRt*, of. MflfK 4Hk 
MttuM «f t)i« connti7» ffod whn iit« fit % itt ^ i4m», 
kaaxioBs to bam. bia old acmt W Pti w iie fyr f( ^Pf^ 
b«ir, BCDds hoa»aflaUaniigle4MW««<^ming$<ft 
to w^igrftt*! sutiag that it i« a good «m (nm*9 
WMBtry, that land IB cba^h cTOfipiag gppd ; in sbiuV 
«Mw ttti&gBDflMUMiBg. Tb* own. pfiHiUV Wlfll ft 
bodily fisme that Bui wa*f hesH. sfom m W^vika. 



vitb 5 v6 duldrai, all iincW l9Pr 19 ymiqof«gA; 
and the oldeM t£ tben duig^Mcr^r^few do(JM9,|Ii4 
bUnket»--oo ismey, nomoaJ.; I tftg, jS VtX ^ w4k. 
^oate totbe bland, or any (wrt j>f Ameff c% iQ ih^^j 
MRinMtance^ tb^ wiU aot, tb^ .e^r^fi »t»(*B«l 
waU ^ere Car aomutktm, attr ha^ U W thfw J>off^ 
tio rMHni bo|uw aeBtii. If I wer* 4fl mqt^ix tMt 
MMtsduB 1 haw Inund tif Uui kindt X f^^ o^ iin. 
lAI thi&latlar; hut the evil li» in fj^eir l^ngwlyi^eft' 
to leane bone, wbore they irere siih to ^^p n «or«, 
eoatoBtdde, aabaJstcace tli^ in a qew ^pnptfy^^ 
afleiiBtfot amwrix* aCvewrsi ^iJyp in !Jh9!i: be^j; 
MB^ and uipiiDv^ad foe w^ wi iw ^« vorj^ aq^Kk: - 
tfftd in tbo^ not maiEing {Kopcr ^Qfffto^ J^^ «>«. 
difficulties that JXUiM lie eocountCKdi wd. w^ PT^tvai^ 
tioDsthatanptl^nDdundinaitew.epiiti^- llgiQV- 
a^wilyCbat «ent40*u Island ifi tjjynecinrii^i^^^ 
08S, and be&re .thqr w«c« ^DryeHn ^ ^ jlMJf 4MVA ' 
I was tald Am mua in- 4£70 of dj^. Tw wM 
net be oat «£ dtbt .Sea tea ;e«si to fiomCi viw Uifi 
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heit exertttinB find economy in tii^ po*er.* But> 
Jtaving neithei- intention nor interest in deceiving, as 
I have no lands ufion tlie Island to sell «-- let, not 
a wish to advise one friend or countryman to cnu^ 
grate tbere foolishly ; but, en tbe cohtrKji to pr»K 
Tent all this in future if possible ; and ai'i turve, in' 
the most attentive manner, examined ttieoiBco«A»»i 
ces of a great number of the itettiers, so as ts koow- 
irho had a prospect of doing wdi, hnd who hod no^^ 
1 shall proceed to give advice upon the sul^eeti I 
would advise none to go ther^ nxm.MMgek timn 
Jrientis should invite fAom, who can^ 1^ tlwir eansingv 
St hnme, obtain the common supports ofll^ iboR^ 
it ^ould be in a holaely way; ner. any who -ai* 
not strong for work, and well isclbwd to it> or abn* 
af tbdr families ; nor an? tradeiisan, who is 4pwil- 
ling or unaUe to put his nand to Jam woi4. Erary^ 
trf^esman in the country tfaeret must have a ftm,' 
and do some work upon it, .aspacially in tfae springs 
and harvest. Any man wiU br t^ better €)f baviag- • 
trade, though almost none Hve whoUy t:^ tradatiimv 
«xoept in Chariotte Town, ami: s«ne have eveki' kA 
it aiM gMie to farms in 4h« -couttry. House T»t» 
«e ^ high, p^mwfs-Ot^' awkward, and satne 
tradesmeti tf« BO much given to dnndc,^at they i»n> 
not prosper there. But to retmii. Farrier, 1 would 
advise none to foAigrate whose km of: drinker 
blasted their pmspCTi^at bone, nnlssa they find 



■ 1 ban oftm ntiHIari^ Ibe mw iMl1«r lb twwHre'of j[clt1iig'in(B 
iebt, It uenmulalat tfene bc^oid Ihs oraMpUoB of n; Mrsaicr.— 
Tile wtilv, wbp ku ao MfidiM of tal) «*»> WM. yrooote «radilK 
•niier from bl* Usd [iToprieior ot bii older Deiilibouilof wtilBn, or. 
bMb; 1b enter enwhe will h(ti« <□ pn; one Ihlri.'or ooe balf, dearw 
(PC ibe artlolc, (hsn If bMgfai for wtij lanM^.-^Thii it not «lt 
Aa aril; alter u (VW'Mcouik iwn^M-law HawnlBd, iManlkaK 
M Ibe lawi of ibc lil'uvl, ll bcHrn intmwi at 6 per wnt. p«r eDDuni, 
(HI paM. Tbrrtfcw, all poor aeltlert angbt to go (o serrlce, add 
Ibeir i>i>«* (bauld -he iaduMnoiit at liociw,or tbtj'.alKiiild itftof/tt 
law a farm itpot)ibebalti,iuli LaoaJW, or diQ iqigbt Iskeaafboolk 
■tU iber Sre able ro bnuik iip n oen' rorm of ibeir own, witboui (oiDf 
biia d(4it, tUdt BUNt iav<jv« tben in aotb miiec; tat bmb^ T*"" 
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Adf can dbaodm 'tbH «st6A gratUkirtion for &^ 
aAeoS&Mae camSert; nov any vho cannot con-- 
•MMedtjtdiapftne^tli soneofthe laperfluitieaof food 
aad dKM« fer the sake of ebtahimg' a more peraift- 
iwM SBCurit^, 6f enjoynig tWe abeolote &fccessBries< 
£ir botb< ; nor am into camidt take a g«od sttock of 
Mmtt WMn&g oloriHs, shoes, and blankets, aad b» 
nDdi octMeai aa- will serve their fcniKcs 1 2 inoDtlis' 
ta iaate, far n^prf antt faresMMb And: kelly. fit 
tlKM* «^ liaTB nat^ in mxae neamre felt oq napeA 
vnMlvdmMnolVDBnraFaasntem^Mita'l^iMre. ¥«« 
wW, w» JoalN^ h» iwulj a«rw te say, t adVise n<»ie t»- 
aQitattr*l>»>BnotmyiMtMion, butdlttyloipvewrt 

a- — fl_ ':g— .;^y — fa- ] gjQ persBftdled, wiS 

■■I hiiiiii rTiiii iiiiiiimwni hj ihiirr^^ iin 

I-4mU thCTefawptwaJ-ta'pomtgat aome'ahm- 
JHicntwIw, IrcMnttTCi, Hrigbi,«ftn>» Utile tine^beW 
tBBtit^cifamMEHiGCBiand pnxpects, hTemignt^mf^ 
tothe Inton^ PanMm, «ho, ^ tW- Alffeesioit d ~ 
msfkatM'ami k^^voiB^ wtfgong'&n twAMB^ hmv^ 
vagtmaorliine a«m nmrmweRhos^ — '■»ving' no pro- 
lyvL ba&m tbcm kmC the pawRta: going to live in tf 
mtt ho—, —d t6c' tWifraa to tyytw;— Sf widt wgr» 
to lA off's yew^ bcCare^dUiir LMtdlMfb. WHdd 4o Ir 
for tbemt Mid tafar wM Acm atttfettmftMifag'ii«M^ 
nl%. «Bk Ar i>.LMMiw BwntraaeA sbeii^.^tbc7> 
^nddftafetMvovnomoBcijwlHnlikey^lBBd, ^j^ 
aii^tgpl MLvithaal- gokig Into mqcb Sabti ^bcF 
migbV ift afew yenai, be ptat^ c o wfort abU. Sw- 
TSBt laeDt. capflhle trf m i n u i g in g. a. Qum ia tbe Vest 
tfyleof Bisdwii>«ipncudMr«i ■Bn«ni«d, arwitkligM 
fiunHifl^ aad w«D 8U|iplied witft stoqt clothes, viU' 
meet with enctwrageBi^t froai the old settlers m 
serwaete still ; and vk»j be sUtv in a &w yaflri, to 
parchase a fkrm of their ewa, rent free ; and if tj^eir 
wiie» ate roo4 ^ioiien and sewers, tltey wHi b« able 
to make wm great hrip, if they have not a nmnei>^ 
ous 6aa\fy. I have known men getfram 420 tQ. 
to dSSft^V yeu lACaah curreocy, vUch is Ss. tba 
pouod under stcrliiig value. Good aervanf -asaifA^ '" 
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jtin*maA 'wanted; i&sf^igttSmm^iO-id^iaymiiy: 
JlBt I cannot adviaetherasodrael^togolfaereaDpro- 
-Cected' Tradestneo* able bodied,.withitoutiRi)%B and 
'iew chQdKeD, vho -^std tbey canpot net od w«U at 
-lionie, may also succeed, pretu weU uere. witfi Jittk 
tmoney, iftlie^^rcGar«&iLtak«(f)i(Mit£fdebt. And 
•IviowAsay in the ■loi.t.placa, tjtti taty mm whois 
.tow in circuDastances, haviiig Bewud soqb,: of good 
.juoral mdustri(Ht» habit8,.Wito sees IkubiMia-befote bid 
■obiUrcii but to contioue at semce «£iU bodi^ 
,Bti«l)gtli laaH and after tbat has failed them, to«UlK 
Jato ad^iendarit situation in. the deoUne of Hfe.' in 
these circumstance^ I aay I would take mf om fii- 
.Biily (aod I may v«t take them) in kope rtk turn- 
iaa out better for tnem thau the^uospect before them 
-Atlitmie. 

I knew a man upon the Island who came froifi 
"Wales, though originally a ixOtt^mtai, wbob^m^ 
■if he had staid another year iahis farm there, he 
^inust have lost all .bis propeity^ and hinwelf and f^ 
mily been forced togoto the parish worlsbcHiBe. iH 
\ was 6S v«Brs of uge, had a yooug wife aod'Sereral chil- 
-4lreii, the oldest of tbeoi about 14iK)r lH. He ««nt 
.to the Island, bought a beautiful welt ^ilearad &rmj 
iwitb good bouses, draH'twell, rent freer for. little more 
ithao >i£2CI0, and he was happy, heaaid* in the choice 
,be had made, for he would now leave the w«rtd with 
-Bunch less anxiety upon his uiuid 'about bivfaaiilr, 
.than he must hure felt for them in. England ,' t(a! he 
Asid, tiieyiBiight all sow eat if ithey would work. I 
Jinewaaother nun who went bom the perish of Did- 
ton, in this county, a Mr Archd. M^Miirdo, who emi- 
.grated to the Island. He had received a letter from 
ian {old neighbour then upon itheltiand, encouraging 
ihim to f^undbeliisneighboar still, and mentioning 
what uecesiariea itu take ivith him. The wind of adf 
. versity, I beliave, had begun to blow pretty strong m 
This face.at bon^e, and from every probability presented 
/to the eye of buioao ^resaght, .ute gale leaslikcly lo 
^yriTTfi'i . lie.quittcdius.fiu'miwre-bcforeJuspr*- ' 
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perty was ti\ exprntiedi^^tcflkM ItisMgritii^ftdnftili- 
pleoieiits aiooB rtitli liim, and « good stock of clotb- 
ing,. &c Hi!* &icnd had a farm retdy bsspdke f<* 
liiui, on bis landing at BedeqiM ; mid tbe ttecoRd dafr 
aiier settiug hia foM upon the Islftiid, lie was at work 
felting the trees where his houie was to stasd,' and 
Ilia first crop.of potatoas were tu Lje planted, aasisted 
by tliree aotu, all nearly an ubJe for work as hiotselC 
He got his housi erected I'ur eight pounds, ^er pw- 
chasing boards at a saw iniir fur tlie floor and cdbep; 
he digged the cellar and built the oliimney himselT. 
.He sold a pair of fanners, which cost hua *\. stw- 
iing lieKt at 9l. sterling there ; a plough, wtiicb had 
-new titiiher and nkl irons, he suld at 5\, a>d by^iviBj^ 
;a pound iu with the plough, he got a good cow.-^ 
He had as many potatoes planted the first year M 
-served the lauiily till the end of Apiil, aud after 
.earning 15l. with victuals, ibr siukinc a draw wellfa 
a neignfoour, he bad ten acres oflanctrcociyfor crop- 
ping the second spf-ing hrwas upon the Island- His 
wife told me that the Islatul would do BiBch bettK 
for them than the <^ country, and thai^they had 
only missed one -thing, nanidy, to take as much oat- 
meal with them as to serve tfaem 12 months ; tUs 
th^ could have done she said, if they had known 
flour was to cost them 3d per lb. there. Butassocta 
as oat and barl^ mills are evectcd over the Island, 
these will be no liirthcf need of this precautions-^ 
They may then have plenty of oatm^ and barley 
.flour, equal, if nut superior, to any in Scothmd; tlie 
soil there iysso dry ana tharp, theairMi pure and the 
warmth so noarisliii^. 

But wby didthis ^mSiy feelthemBetves so cotn- 
' fortable, and appeer to get on ho prosperously ? -I 
will tell yon in one word. They were suitable for 
the Island, and the island for thrai. At home there 
I were larger demands made upon l^cm for rent, &c 
than the utmost exertions eS mdwtry, with the moat 
rigid economy, could enable thant t» meeL Tbcry 
md indulged tlwDualTBs iu none'of ^thate ref 
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<f ^}ai asii &rea wltich ruin maxiy a famllT at liotn^ 
Slid udAI tbem for emigrating ; and the darkness d£ 
the prospect before tliia bmily at home had jTrepared 
them far meeting with difBculttes abroad. And be- 
ing inured to the most laborioos exertions of manual 
labour in the old country, they find that a little per^ 
■eVeraoiee in rtie same way in that new world, wifl 
immediMcly pn>cnre for them every needful present 
comfort^ and secure, to a certain extent, future inde- 
amdence. I met with a Mr Donald McDonald, at 
Three Rirer^ who had been formerly at the Island 
acvnul years'; he had then taken a iurm, where he had 
made a good clearance, but he was advised byliis bro- 
ther, in Scotland, to sell it and return home again. 
Yet when he found the difficulties he had to meet 
with himself in the old country, as well as the dark 
prospect presented to his family, he set out A 
seccmd time to the Island, took a new farm, and is 
gome BO most persereringlv in clearing it. Now 
here is a man that had tried both countries, and who 
gave tile preference to the Island, after all the diffi- 
culties and d^iciencies that attend it. I shall onl^ 
Bdd ^rther upon this sul^ect, tbat I found some 
Mttlera who told me that when they first saw the 
JbImhI, that if it had been all their own, they Would 
have given it all itt compliment to have been home 
'agai% but who declared they wer& now glad they 
were there, since they were sure they were in more 
«omfort^e circumstances than there was any likeli- 
iiood they could have beetl in at home,, considering 
^e nature of the times. 

But if it b& a fact, which I have every reason to 
1)cUt've it is, that our country is rupidly increasing in 
population, some must emigrate, or fare the worse 
at home. 1 think it might Be a very advisable plan 
for such as are unfit or unwilling to go themselvc^ 
to give assistance to such as are well 6ttt.'d for and 
willing to go, but who are not in possession of the re- 
iquisite supplies for such a project. Were (armers to 
•wist tarmers, tradesmen, tradesmen, and labourers. 



t, Google 



6S LETTER EHSHTk. 

Ubouren, -the (dietne, I hopea would lie foDod both 
prudent and ulntary. Those who are fit for going 
abroad, might by this plan be-euabled, and woutd^ I 
have iiu duubt, find their ioduatry and exerttoni 
well remunerated there, ibr which at home they 
could nut find sufficient employment or an ade- 
quoti; reward ; and those who remain at home would 
find themaelves no loeera tor giving a little help to 
encourage others to ^o Abroad. I would advise those 
^eat land j)rc^rietora wlio are intending to break 
up their smalt tamis in order to form lai'ge ones* 
likewise to lend their helping- hand ; and those t^ 
their smtiU tenants or cotters, for whom it would 
be imprudent to emigrate, i would advise in this 
case the grant of small lots of land, in suitable cor- 
ners, at reasonable rents, where they nii^ht keep a 
cow, and with a Utile assistance erect themselves neat 
and comfortable boiKes to dwell in. These miniature 
farms and cottages, if handsomely done up, would 
derogate nothing from the beau^ and ornament of 
their estates, * nor their inmates, if virtuous and ia- 
dustrioue, from the comfort or conveniency of them- 
•elves or their larger tenants. But if they persist in 
tfweepinff them from their estates in the country, like 
Useless lumber, regardless where ihey shall find a 
house to bide their heads in, where shall they go to 
but to the neighbouring towns, where they can nave 
no means oflivingcomtortably, and where their chil- 
dren will be much exposed to a school of vic«^ which 
may cause them at a future period, to become tbe 

■ Ii muel proie hi jhly gmlifjaigio Ihe feelingiof etery Ttal pbilna- 
tliro|ii)i. wbeo itaielliDK along Ib« roud, und turtiij'iiig (1m siilenJid ball 
of Ihe Lurd of tbe UaDor— ibR more modeal but cooiDUidioui, >l««diD( 
a ihe eiteiMiie hrmec— Hil lo casi bii rfti upon tbe clean ud con- 
fortabie cabin or ibe bumble eotiB|;er,.vT]|h ■ tmall iDtloiure of land 
■tiaciied lo il, cupableof yielding a portion oT ihrte «wn(ia) comrorU 
of lifH laafiunLly, namely, mitk, lueBl.aDd potadm. Sueb ■ ftman 
will be ready u) eicluim, " Here is a spot of i^aMb, liie property of oBe 
vhohuwi-Hyconiildpred tbe caie of (ba poor, and Ibcrefore fallibeir 
to Uie proDiue of being blfswd , anil ibebiimbie occupanti, Iboagh poor, 
null bete lOineibinK commendabltt' about tbem, for ibliy faam bMM 
tugUy favoured of tbeir kind and cijuaivlacale HuLaii'' 
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pests of society. But I mnat ask your parjon for 
this digression. Being sealed at my own fireside wliils 
penning this, I ^most tbrgot that i was writing about 
•migration, and a foreign country. I would say 
fiirthei^ that if government wtite toemploy some of 
their idle ships and sailors irr transporting those that 
might offer themselves as emigrants, free of expense, 
to any of the British- ctJonies, 1 apprehend it would 
bAT« the most salutary eflect in- relieving the public 
ol' great numbers who might dcy much better abroad 
tban they possibly can at honifc;- but unless assisted, 
they must remain as a burthen, both to themselveff 
and others. And in the lost place, th&t all due en- 
couragement should l>e given to those colonies con- 
nected with Great Britain^ in the way of a reciprocal 
Vade and intercourse, in order to promote their com- 
fort, and secure their best aiFectinns> that they may 
eontinue faithful and devoted subjects of the moth^ 
GOUDtry. 

I am, Sir,, &c 



LETTER NJNTH. 

MaxwbiO'TOwm, Feb. liO^ ISfS. 
Xeceremtaitd Dear Sir, 

I cotild not crowd in, in my last commu- 
nication, all the things proper yet to be noticed con- 
cerning the Island, and also the various articles re- 
quisite for accommodating the' new settler there. — 
You will observe I have not yet talten that notice of 
Ae fish, animals, and fowls, so as to satisfy the inqui- 
sitive reader. One of my reasons for delaying a par- 
ticular description of each of these was, my iear that 
I mitfht not have room for inserting what I consi- 
dered more usefol matter. But learning from the 
Printer that there will yet be room for another 
Letter, within the bounds fixed upon for the size 
of the book, I shall continue to write, for 1 have 
f2 
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abundance of wibgecls yet to jiMUSS, wliitc Aen i» 
room to print. <)f the finny tribct 1 beeln widi th« 
bernngs. No sooner U the ice cXeajCfA out of the 
livers and bikys in the epring, than great sboab of 
herrings rush in to muij <^ them in Tsrioiu 
parte ot the Island, principally on the north and 
eastern sides ; th^' settlers catch thnn with nets, and 
barrel thi>in up tor faipity use, all the year round.— 
But herrings and potatoes are poor ffedingat the best, 
and their herrings caught in the spring are poorer 
to tbemsclyeK than thniic at .Scntjand- The ncXt that 
ipake their i^pearance is a very small kind of fishes 
qbout the $ize of one's Snger, calked afoeha ; (bese are 
driven in upon some nf the shores with the tide in sucli 
amazing namborii, that with a drag set me might fiU 
. several barrels with tbein during one tide. The cod 
Ash follow these, and next make their appearaDce* 
and the people continue luihing thew thf wnoif Bnm>F 
nier over, a little way frcHn the shore, in boats' or 
larger craft, with hool[a and linds They make oil 
from their livers, which they bum in lamps for light 
in the winter. Mackerel also »e«a9ionaily visit their 
* rivers and bays. There are a few salipon in some of 
the rivers, (although I never saw any eaught, except 
by the Indians) and a smaller kind offish called sal- 
mon trout, are cau^M in several places ; I thought 
them the finest eatmgofall the fl«fa that thev had.-^« 
There are also bav, haddock, surgeon, p^rch, floun- 
ders, «els,toiney-cpd, elwives, &c. Many of l^e native* 
-prize the eelji above all the other fish, but I never ate 
them with a good relish, though they ive (vrt^Iy 
the fattest and strongest fish in Prince Edvffird's^^ 
They have great numbers of lob«terR, oysters, and 
various other kinds of shell fish, and soi^e seals-—. 
There are great banks of mussels in several of tite 
rivers. The stuff found iu thc^ banks, when lai^ 
Vpon the land, brings the best crops of any \ saw 
upoi) the Island, aim to h^ve some of thes« piitssH 
^batiks t\earone% i&na. is of great advaniage. 

The bj^ack cattle I^ave Men if) paft t^)$|ib^-ir. 
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They are d^enerating in size and weidit. Onpofthe 
old settlers tuld me the oxen, Mince ne came to the 
Island, were decreased in weight more than SOOlb ; 
and that if any person were to bring a young bull 
and beiler to the Island, of a .very heavy and naidy 
breed, he would be amply rewarded. The gendering 
of their caUie at no early a period, which they cannot 
prevent, and their poor feeding in the winter, 1 ap- 

Erehmd, are the principal causes of this decrease in" 
iilk and weight. They would aiao be better of a 
heavier breed of horses. There is not an ass upon 
the whole Island. I believe, those that would take 
out smale and female of this species, of a heavy make, 
might procure 100 acres of land for tbem. Their 
Bwine have also degenerated very much. They can' 
manage to castrate the males, but the females their- 
cannot, and are in great want of a person to teach' 
them this art. Their sheep would also be better oP 
being improved in the breed. The wild animals are- 
bears, red, silver gray, and black foxes, the wild cati. 
or lucefee, (it is as big as a grey hound) martins^, 
minks, musk rats, three <Ufierent kinds of squirrels,, 
the ground squirrel, the climlung and the flying* 
squirrel. 1 never had the pleasure of seeing the/)ne' 
last mentioned, but the others are very plaitifiil ; 
and it is verv amusing to observe their motions, and 
hear their uiirping and cooing wh»i travelling in 
the woods. There are hares, but they are unal), and' 
their fur is <tf little value ; they are gray in som- 
mer, and white in winter. There is a reptile called 
a snake, but it does no harm. Th«'e are. two kinds 
of frogs, or, I suppose, toads and frogs ; they are of 
the same bulk as in Sootlandr but more lively ; and 
one of the specieSf which I coBMder as the real frog, 
it much brighter and more beautiful in its variegated 
colours than ours, and will sprine twice as far at one 
leap. There are rats and mice t^e same as at hom^ 
and field mice that stay in the woods ; but there is 
Bot a mole in the whole Island. 
Having meationed diat i^ere ve bears upon the 
i3 
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Idud, unae vill be ready to ta; «e would not Vkt 
tp go to » wuDtrjr wlier« tbeae temcioiu ankruk aref 
-we migbt bf toro^ to pieoe« by thorn, Wdl, I caa 

^uqre yuu, 1 never had tbe pleuDre, or ratber thtt 
alarm, of weuig one of tbfsi alive^ a^r all die soli* 
tary journieg 1 made tbroucb tbc largest woack upo» 
the Island, with no (dber instrument of tdfide&nca. 
bnt q waUcIng ataff. But the trot^ ii, there are a few 
qf thevo yet in the woods, which are seen oocsaaBally 
by the inhsbitBDta, And now and then in oertain. 
ijolitary pUce« in the woods, some of the black cattla 
and sheep are falling a prey to them and the wild 
<;at| while thie Ufobfl are abia ocaaaonally attacked 
by foxes. Sut I tjould never obtain posHue evi^ 
dence that one honian being had ever been really^ 
llilled by the b«ara upon the Island. I wet with ae- 
veraU both Indian* and others, who had killed oim> 
«r nu»>e of both the bears and wilci a&ts, amA a Higfa* 
landman at the hrad of 8L Pair's Bay toid tat^ be 
l)ad killed 36 beari in 29 yoara, by •hootii^ theiiir 
and hy setting traps ef wood wkioh the Indian* have 
Iparoed them to cosstmcL He told me he aone- 
times made then shoot tbemselvoa. I saw the In- 
«liaiis disaecting a very large bear at their camp at 
Murray Harbouc, about the £rst of Jane laat, o» 
vhicbocoaeion they had cau^ttwa of them in woodea 
^aps, and which tbey eateen excellent eating. I was- 
'%>ld that aether bulla oor horses were ever kaewn tot 
be destroyed by them, but seTeral bulls- have \teeai 
I[nowH to destroy them in defimee of the oows. i. 
l^lieve they are decrrasing in aumberi' i^reaily, fisF 
'dieie is uot oear the damage done b^ them n«n{, that 
V reported to have been dtine fiu-aiczly^ In on» 
eettkanent, where I was toM they had bnehe open the 
^yre datn*, and eaten a beast at the' tfalte,* they^ 

■ Tbe oircuBuUDoe nUuded U >bDTC, h>|>(WMd M % lb; Ctmiibelt^ 
Honingue River, (Tbree Riven.) He woa swoke ouL of hu^^ei^oM 
•Igbl wiih tbs nmriDg of a yonog belfer JD lb« hyre ; he cot up, pullett 
en bit Ltourien, and ran oul lo ll« place from wUok Ike C17 procveded.^ 
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iN iwW iMvef seen mr htnri of. If I fiil^ room fet 
» few aac«dnte« <rf rancounten ^e settWs hare had 
vith them, ] shoU insert them at ihe bbtttAn of the 
page, rad at present pan on bo describe the feath- 
CT7 tribe, both tatne and wild. 
. They have turkies, geese, ducks and common peul- 
lay, the same asin Britain, hot they must all be kept 
•Jose in the house over winter ; and liieir out houses 
tre gmterally so open and cai6, liiat it' tb^y do lay 
o^ they aie generBlly rent with the frost befbre- 
thsy are noticed. Some of the fermers keep ver^ 
tar^ flocks of every kind, and in the- summer they 
|>roduc»^gS'Most ^nttfully. Wild' geese, and « 

kHidl.AMni.i» cacb aida ■/ it, itpaHtulK Ifn wotif " VfbiM ira you do- 
iu;beret"(DuninK Ibe baiter) and to his great uirp^-iu Im9 gol Ibf bes^ 
In biisnns! Tbe bean bad broken Ibe door, (it ibs likely nouiroDgV 
■Ml bad filled the heilb- ns'nenr tbe door ns iLi- rope ttim it was boimd 
VttbVqHld.alk»w, Bri)iiitbra:lHiS biaatUiaw wHtl tu ballf ft-otf 
l^K hind quailera of tbe liviDK beast; but be no-s^obtii' fslt himutll' lo- 
Iten hold of bj Wr C. Iban be spnog up amlslrui-k liim a blow wilb his 
fttFBpHV whioblaif him tMi be gaCMp sfaru and' wis ktio;lie<t dova; 
KMKOiid liim 1 bill OB bii iigikia (AttiBg U> l»e Tael, (be twur s^nng upi 
^iiblupawi upon each of hisiboi'Iili'rs, anil fasleniog lis ieeii> Id tii» 
erowD of bis bead, it tore a pitce of Ibe Rnb from bis skull, whioh, as- 
tothswad m*,n>wisib*reiotJM|iiwwiitda;. At tbia •tarming juDc- 
Hire, wJwD ibn beerhnd takaa bold dl bim.bi) wifti etm» opt with mi 
pie™ of burning bireh baik in ber hand, at sigbl of which the bear look, 
fFipit and ran away. ~A hrolbet of Ibis Hij'lilHadnias's bad a tow ncd 
pf%.wUob bad (|0MaUKlaiDM(ta wood ; ia iIm •vaDiag tlK^ liaanU 
thipi^ a<)urakiog, and tjieww naking a |peal.iioiia. Mr C. waaatt 

•Way.and'belbliowedwitb Ibeflie; Ibe dogattackedlhe bear, hut stag' 
Inmadiauty im U> Sjgbt, and ran bank to biijauier, iku bta> fuHow- 
"~ Mr C- bnnag ibe A%\iMhest i^irjt otM Highlander, k ay t bugpoiindi 
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jj tbe bearraniarlo^ u^i to kii^H-bi^ drew nslrolce,and villi one 
KM OB Motv upon tbe aide of Ibe bear's head) be laid bim dead at bis 
f*ei— I bainl of MUlwi Si^aadnaDwhi narnMiif on hut W, i*b*> 
waa seiud by iha bsar. Tbetaaitital gpt bDldJifblBi, and was bMHii; 
Wm AlTiniljhug, wbenbe reeollenetl iatlih dilenima that h* ■-' - 

■'■-'- ■"- Wing sue of bis bands {I betfcve !&£> left-t 

rowUradinlt, brjbuma.dced^ *M> id* 
uu^t tha animal dsd hinseU bulb to ihegroi 
but tbe benr fell uppermost, aod it was said be bad givHt diffioullj in 
diae m a tigtiog t mselPftWe ib»Eras)>-sf tbedying aninel. Tbis man I' 
W^Vvesaan if I had ealled in iirwi,a« lofteK^MsnliKartiBboan;. 
Vut be wn!i dead, I beard, b«fare 1 left tbe Islanl. But Ibe beacsai*' 
■ow gelling mucb abyer, andareseldora seeta or beard of doing uu) dar-' 
■ay a m aa t U»Mtltow'-My wW» , . . ■ 
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vater fowf diey e»ll Ixaot, and varwus kindB<^dH^»' 
viut the Islaad in the spnng and fall, and wild pi* 
gf ons tn the snminer. p They have a gr«at many par- 
tridges in thenoodBjbut they differ ereatLy from urooe 
ill Scotland; they have long tails like tha moor game 
at home, and they are esiceedingly tame .when they 
' happen upon them ; but they ere not easy to find ia 
the woods without a dog, and no British pointer will 
K'tlhim. The dogs they have for this purpose lay. 
their foot upon the tree where they find them ^tting* 
and keep bitrking, and the fowls loukingdown at them 
wilh contempt, till the fowler ctunes up and shoot* 
tJiem : and if he is so cautious as to shoot those that 
are sittirg on tlie loner branches first, the rest will 
]ook on till he charge and shoot the whole covey.—- 
I'hey are large, and in the proper season fat, and 
very fine eating. There are several iarVi of plovenk 
ana snipes, and tome of the species of eagle, diifer- 
cnt kinds of hawks and owls, and a kind of carrion 
crow, lliere k, a bird called the wood pecker; thi» 
bird lives upon the worms and maggots found below 
the bark, and in boles and crevices in the trees. It 
is particularly fitted by aature, both by its claws and. 
bin, for searching for and procuring its food ; it« 
claws are so amazingly sharp, that it can run per- 
pend iculai-Iy up the trunk of the hu'dest barkles§ 
tree, and its bill so taper as to enter the smallest hde, 
and at the same time so hard and strong, that it can 
drive the bark fnmi the trees, making a noise as if 
the trees were struck with a hammer. It is about 
the size of a small hawk. Tliey have what they call 
the robin, but it resembles the robin here in nothing- 
but the red breast ; it is rather larger than the thrush^, 
and sings very sweetly after a Threshing shower in. 
Bummer; but it leaves the Island all winter, with 
many others, which I cannot name. But they have 
what they call the blue bird, the snow bird, a black ■ 
bird, and the beautiliil humming bird is sometimes 
found in the gardens. 

They export live stock of all kinds, grain _aod •gst~ . 
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tatoes, to Newfoundland, and grain, pork, and po^' 
tataet, to Mirsmtehi, and grain and potatoes to Hfl> 
]^K. But the importation of potatoe* from Irdandf 
at J^ewibundlanil, the fall of the pnce of timber at 
Kiramichi) and tte very low price at which flonr from 
the States is imported at Hatif&x, has greatly ininred 
(heir narket at all diese ports. Indeed, it is my 
(pinion, that Great Britain conttitutet the fou11tain-> 
head and heart's blood of the trade of the whole ci- 
viliacd world ; and if she geu faint and low spirited, 
trade must flag ev«ry where in proportion, Thir 
has caused great deficiency in their returns from all 
titese ports lately. Bnt the Islanders enjoy u privi- 
lege which many of the l:^}oiir)ng classes at home 
cannot at present oliMain ; they may all be employed 
in onltiTating the ground, and t)»e ground, 1 havtf 
heard it said, is so very srateful) that no man etet 
vet beatowed prudent labour upon it but it repaid 
aim for his toil. 3ut tkei/ iutvt all netd to be taught 
tkit Ustoa, that tieir iueeeu in agriaiUure must spring 
Jrom the durtghiU. Instead of going a Sshing, fowl- 
ing, or making timber, if ^aty were to r^air to the 
shm'es to collect the kdp and sea weed — to the mQ»- 
m\ banks for what is called mussel mud, or to the 
woods to gather fern to mt down to dung, and to 
the sides oi their marshes to throw up compost dnftg* 
bills, in all these ways they might provide good ma^ 
nure for th^r lafi^ They might have to exercise 
the patience of the husbandman in wailing for their 
' reward, but in proportion to their exertions in thi^ 
way, they may depend upon its abundance. Plentr 
af good manure if the land it is laid upon is well 
enltivated, will generally bring good crops, both 
white and green. A gooa crop will not only furnislk 
present food for man and beast, but also the means 
ef enriching the land in future (provided the dung is 
taken care of, as directed), that a continuance of 
good crop* may be expected. Bv pursuing this 
plan, they might cifchange their Ssh Mid potatoes 
^tuw tines ft d^ for Uis guud aub^^outial ^d of 
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the t\A coontry. They might also grow wool and' 
flax in abundance for clothing, as well as raise ex- 
cellent MiwJng flax-seed, which could be exported to 
Britain m an article of tcade; and I baT« no doubt 
it would be tuund to answer better than any. brought 
from the United States for that purpese. Th^: 
Blight and ought also- to cultivate hemp, for the^ 
need a greet deal ofcordage; andat present this ar-' 
tide is Doth dear, and diflicult to be got upon the- 
Island. Their clear land should be divided into 
•mall inclosures, with hedges or stripes of beech' 
planted round them, S'his would, keep the mow ly- 
ing upon die surface bU winter, and in that case' 
they might rmse excellent winter wheat. An agri- 
cultural sodeiy should be formed, for die oicou-' 
. vagemeiit of all those things, and many others, whieb 
1 ^ave not room. to. point ouL i must now state 
a few things they have not, and are in- great want of. 
They have not a dyer nor dresser, of cloth, upon the 
Island ;. they have not a bookbinder, cutler, nuler* 
battel or roper. Brick makers and pipe makert-. 
might, I think* all meet with «ncour^ement, for 
there is plenty of pipe and odier clay fur these pur- 
poses upon the Island. 1-he l&ws of the Island ar*- 
the same as those of England.^ 

* " Tbe bliDd ia goTermd by ■ LieDteDSDl Goxmor, Council, audi 
Creneral Assembly, by nhom tbe lawi ut CDBOled : tha CouBcil OOB- 
■iilB of siior eigbi Meiaben, vbo are appoinied by (be GDienK>r,'iUid 
hy Ibe Kiuk's inilmctioii, are to be proprnloK asil priDcipal Undbold' 
era. Tbe Uembers of the GcdbriI, Assembly are IS in natqber, wko; 
are cbosen by a maJDrlly of Ibe landholders, leaseholders, and rinldBOT 
l>oiis«l>e«pcr9. All Uvi that KSpect properly, Bie, by tbe King'i In- 
MructioB, lo ooiHBiD a clouso, SDipeodiBg tbejr operBtlou till ibey Iihi«' 
beeo iieiit (o EDiland, and receiied the coyal assent." The o^y tu. 
paid Dpoli tbe ItlnDd is a duty of lenpeace currenoy per f allon upod 
nim and vine, lilis, by (belswi of the Island, onghl is be laid out in 
Biaking roods aud bridftes, and other peoessary improvcmetila « but a 
lery compliant House of Assembly transferred, by llieii role, Uw tola. 
■nnriBsnDent of this fund lo a former Goreraor, vilbout raseiTiDF tha 
ponw in ibair ovn baiidi of onlliug him to ai>o<Mint boir be may oara 
laid out tbe monej', or whether it has been laid ou| at all. If th* 
pivsenteoteniar, hisEiceUeney Charles Douglas Smiib, were to re- 
#lQtB this lost ri^t lo (be House of Assembly, ho would be aceounta* 

kj; tbe Ulaaien at. jenBfUut ia saiX luiiei^ v tils f«t iuati biottaor,' 
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! promised long ago to makeaome further observ- 
ations, in order to assist tfae intending emigrant tA 
make a judicious choice, where to place himself for 
his greatest present bcaedt, and also that of his 
posterity. I must say, with regard to the land, it is 
nearly all of one kind and quality every where ; if 
^e sees a good crop in one place, the same manage- 
ment wosld bring nearly as good -a one all over the 
Island. To be near Charlotte I'own has many ad- 
vantages, both with regard to what they have to sell, 
•nd what tbey have to buy; and I would prefer the 
southern side of the Island to the northern, as it has 
more good harbours, and is more convenient for im- 
porting coals and lime from Nova Scotta and Cape 
Breton. Coals will be needed whenever the timber 

{rets scarce for fire-wood ; and even in the meantime 
ime would be of great advantage to their land eve* 
ry wherv, particularly as a very small portion would ' 
serve the purpose. I would advise every settiement 
to join and procure a. cargo without delay, as I 
•m persuaded it would greatly improve their crops 
of every kind, and also their pasture. , 

But 1 must now hasten to a close. In all the 
statemenU I have made, the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth, has been the sole object 
I have had in view. I have not intentionally thrown 
the least false colouring over neither the darker nor 
the brighter parts of tne picture; and if, from the 
faithfulness of the drawing, that Island may not appear 
to the eye of the intendiag emigrant adorned with 
all the attractive charms ■ot other British setUements 
in North America, yet I am a^aid their giving a pre- 
ference to any other will not make them great gain- 
Sir Sidney Smilh, bus pruted bimself brave and oleoieDi id war. And 
•I ilmild (his cbdodI^ be crMoreil by nnaci of mere hvour on lli« pmt 
of Ibe Governor, 1 knoir of no alngla nci ofkindana ibat hd^ (joteruM' 
upon tbe lilund oould do for tbem thai would be more bifUj l>rt>cd 
(ban tbe resLorallon of tbis losi ngbi, TLere me two Jury Cuuna ii 
ibe yesT held al Charlolle To^rn, and all tbe lii^iuij o( ramiltei ere li> 
able lo b« ctdle<t upon lOtwieonaoeof thebc juries dimiftlwspMf 
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erg, eveity tkktg vootHttoA. Vppei CanodAkifM ft 
xicfaer, stroiiger aoil, but k is far trom market, bolk 
iot imports aiid expoit«; and in uiany.parts of H * 
they haT€ no good wuter. Beskl««, almost every 
one that giicu there takta tke lever an J ague; and 
other fevers, which they eajl the lake fever tmd can- 
non fevnT, are aUo. tH'evalent. It has been the sees* 
of contending armias, and may again he the San>eb 
Newf Brunswick, inclnding St John's and Miianiicb^ 
has a soil in getteral luore aandy and litrht, except i 
J*m^ Way tip tit Jc^n'j Kiver, thaa that df Prmc* 
ILdward Island. Nova Scotia and Cape &ett»i 
have timber oe hssvy as it is upon the liJand; and 
after that is cleaned away^ the stooe» found iqioH 
many parts re<juti'e as much labour as the wood to 
' cle^ the soil, and, make it fit for agncultore; and 
the srain and potatoes am seldom so good in thett 
quality ae upon the Island, and much ofteaer a feiU 
jng crop is to be expected from the injurious nature 
of the logs and blighting damns. And aa the Island 
has the most pure tmd healtlifui air,, water «f tlM 
very best quality ia numerous springs, or at no greftt 
depth to-sink for, a dry pleasant soil for cultivatioii 
whenf once cleared of the timber, almost the whole 
of it sufiiciently level for all the. purposes of agricuU 
ture, and seldom a filing crop but when the cult^ 
yator has himself to Uame for it — itslocal situali(»t 
the most conv«iient for trading in all directions^ 
«fld none of the inland partff far irom the ^ore, pro^ 
fleeted OR. tdi sides from the nida. incurntms of a fi>> 
reign foe, nod requiring only mar« settlers, Biore 
mechanics of every kind, more clearances, better 
roads and bridges, oat anid ht^loy miljs,- &g. to ren- 
der it as pleasant a-plac»to-li«eifl- SB the^limatewiH 
admit olU—i am, ^ 

' T@'TflE READER'.' 

FacWBHt of room, I bnvebecD abli{(«l toBUpprejis Ifae DMcHpliaiiof 

(h-Prn)iTr«^, Bnd ihtiimis iitodiielionsotUie (iarjeit. ITk: Hirtory irf 

tke liland, and ite Smta o/ Reiigion ii,cFe, I may iw»i of in uoliie^ 

yuMi(wia>, if tb- pmml \> well 'i«Mit<iJ bj Ibe imblic. 

J, S«ao, Printer, Dumfriea. 
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